
��������	������
���

A Word From the Senior Pastor 1 

Opportunities to Grow in Our Faith 1 

Children’s Ministry Director Position 2 

Mission Trip Scheduled 2 

Book Club News 2 

Community Dinner Schedule 2 

������������������������������������ ����
�/�R�Y�H���)�L�U�V�W���&�D�U�L�Q�J�����6�K�D�U�L�Q�J�����&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� � � � � �� � �� �	 
 � � � 	


 � �� � � 	� � � 	� � �� � 	� 	

 Our fall stewardship team has 
begun meeting.  Believe it or not, the 
first meeting and our various              
conversations have been enjoyable. 
They have been enjoyable because of 
the outstanding response we received 
last fall, and the follow through giving 
that has happened so far this year. It  
occurred to us that we ought to issue a 
mid-year thanks to the congregation for 
the extravagant generosity you are  
demonstrating. 

THANKS! 
 As of the end of June our year-to
-date total income stood at 101% of   
expected/budgeted income. Within that 
total number, our pledges have been  
received at 98.7%. It is hard to           
exaggerate how exceptional this result 
is. 
 We are also at or below budget 
on the spending side. 
 In other words we are operating 
with a balanced budget.  We are not in 
danger of jeopardizing our non-profit 
status, but we are in the black. 
For this we are truly grateful. 
And we are even more grateful for the 
strong ministry happening here at 
Anderson First. 

God bless you all for your 
faithfulness. 
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book study at 6:30pm led by 
Pastor Donna  

The current Quest topic is the 
book, 5 Practices of Fruitful 
Living  by Bishop Robert 
Schnase. 

· Friday morning Beth 
Moore Bible study at 9am led 
by Peg Peter  

Beth Moore’s study of Daniel 
will be the subject of our fall  
bible study. It is a 12 week 
study focusing for the first  6 
weeks on the life of Daniel and 
the second six weeks on the 
end times prophecy contained 
in the book. This study will     
begin September 10. 

· Confirmation for youth led 
by Pastor Jeff, Pastor Donna, 
and Jake Brooks  

All 7th and 8th graders and 
older teens who have not  
completed a confirmation class 
are invited to an orientation 
session on Sunday, August 
29, at 6:00pm.  At least one 
parent needs to attend,      
preferably both. This will be a 
great, growing, and fun        
experience. 

 It’s that time of year when 
students head back to school to con-
tinue their learning.   Here at First 
Church we also start a new season 
of study opportunities to help you 
grow in your Christian faith.   

 Consider joining one of the 
following study groups. 

· Sunday School classes at 
10:10am for all ages  

Watch for details about classes and 
leaders in upcoming bulletins. 

· Tuesday night, Disciple Bible 
study at 6:00pm led by Pastor Jeff  

Disciple Bible study is an opportunity 
to be part of a small group in which 
you share your life, laugh, pray, and 
study God’s Word at the same time.    
The course is 32 weeks in which 
participants make a commitment to 
daily preparation and weekly atten-
dance and participation in the group 
study sessions.  A “no strings at-
tached” orientation meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, September 
7, at 6:00pm to explore more details 
about the Disciple course.  Please 
call the church office to sign up 
for the meeting.  Contact Pastor 
Jeff or Pastor Donna with any ques-
tions. Many of you have already par-
ticipated in a Disciple course, and 
you are invited to participate again.  
Each time through is a unique      
experience. 
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The first meeting of the First UMC Book 
Club is scheduled for Tuesday, September 
7 at 9:30 am in the church Library. The 
book club will be looking at Roses by Leila 
Meacham, the story of 3 families who all 
settled in Texas at the same time. 
The book follows them from the end of the 
19th century through the 20th century. 
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All of the books listed above are available 
from the church library (unless, of course, 
they are checked out). 
Please join us if you are available. Each 
book always inspires an interesting      
conversation. 
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 Listed below are the teams       
scheduled to cook at the Community Café 
for the next 5 weeks.  
 Thank you to all team members for 
all you do. 

Sept 5—Deardra Roesch—Team 1 
Sept 12– Brian Beckerman 

Sept 19—Mark Shaw 
Sept 26—Sandy French 

Oct 3—Peg Peter 
 

� � � �� 	� � �	� � �� 	�� � � 		We need your help as we seek the right person for our full-
time children’s ministry director position.   Applicants must 
have a commitment to Christ; a love for children and a       
passion for working with and developing the spiritual formation 
of children and families; an ability to recruit, train, inspire, and 
support parents and adult leaders, and strong interpersonal 
and communication skills.  Experience in working with children 
essential; experience in leading a children’s ministry preferred; 
and a  Bachelor’s degree in education or related field         
preferred. 
Please consider individuals  in your circle of contacts who may 
be the right person for us and encourage them to send or drop 
off their resume to Pastor Donna. 
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 Have you ever wondered 
how all those health kits, birthing 
kits, baby layettes, flood buckets, 
school bags and school desks are 
prepared to go wherever UMCOR 
sees a need? 
 The best way to have your 
questions answered is to join the 
group from First UMC planning to 
go work at the UMCOR depot 
(Midwest Mission Center) the week 
of October 24. We’ll leave on    
Sunday and return on Friday. 
 The work is not too hard, or 
challenging (unless you are Dave or 
Phil who have a need to repair all 
the non-working mechanical equip-
ment onsite). We stay in a large 
dorm built just for volunteers, spend 
lots of time fellowshiping with the 
group and Alice Baker coordinates 
our meals. Its kinda like THAT 
THING Youth Camp without the 95 
degree temperatures and          
teenagers. 
 Charlie Jones is coordinating 
this year’s trip, so to make your  
reservation, contact him at          
643-9613. 
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Did you know we’re hosting a 
Frisbee Golf Tournament?  It’s 
our first year for it, but      
hopefully it will be an annual 

tradition.  It’s going to be at Davis Park 
on Saturday, September 18th from 2:30 
P.M. to 6 P.M.  Registration will start at 
2:30 P.M.  If you pre-register, you can 
get a free t-shirt!  You have to            
pre-register by sending the following 
phrase to Jake Brooks, the youth direc-
tor, via e-mail or text: “Hey I want to pre-
register for the Frolf Tournament.”  If 
you don’t have his phone number or e-
mail address, get it from someone!  You 
have to say those EXACT words to get 
a free shirt.  If not, you will have to pay 
for it (if you want one).  We’ll also have 
prizes for first, second, and third places.  
Invite your friends!  It’s going to be awe-
some!  Bring your own Frisbee! 

� � � �� � � 	� ��� 	�� � � � �� � � �	 �� � � � � �� 	� �� � ��� 	 �� �� � � � 	� � � ��!	 �� �� � �� 	

Again this year, members of First Church are 
being asked to give one hour a week to read-
ing with a student or assisting a teacher with 
tutoring students at Anderson Elemetary.  Last 
year, we started this program with fourteen 
volunteers.  We hope to have a good response 
again this year to this opportunity to serve our 

local community.  
   

Under the reorganization in Anderson Schools,  Anderson 
Elementary will this year include only the grades   K-3.  It will 
include not only the area previously served by this school but 
will now also incorporate the Edgewood and Forest Hills 
populations as well.   
  
The staff at Anderson Elementary were most appreciative of 
our service last year and are looking forward to working with 
us again.  If you can dedicate one hour a week to assist, 
please contact Doug Nelson at 649-6250 or                   
dknelson2315@comcast.net.  The required skill is an inter-
est  in serving and sitting with some children and listening to 
them read or assist them with their math.   
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 There are a lot of awesome things in this 
world.  In fact, there are so many that I can’t     
possibly enjoy them all.  I don’t have enough 
money or enough time to do so.  Have you ever 
had this problem?  I think it’s a little bit more than 
just wanting more money to do more things.  It’s 
finding a lot of things interesting and wanting to  
experience them more or learn more about them.  
If this is confusing maybe I should just share      
exactly where I’m coming from. 
 Here is a bunch of things I thoroughly enjoy 
or have enough interest in them I would like to 
learn more about them:  football, comic books,   
listening to music, playing music, tea, coffee, and 
video games.  There are obviously more things, but 
these are the biggest ones.  If you break each one 
of these down you will quickly realize there is no 
way I could afford investing in each one of these as 
much as I would like to.  I don’t have the money or 
the time.  Going to football games and taking trips 
to Green Bay costs a lot, there are so many comics 
and related things out there I could never be      
satisfied, the same goes for music, and video 
games and musical instruments are flat out        
expensive.  Are you starting to understand where 
I’m coming from?  I’ve been thinking more and 
more lately I need to just focus on a couple things 
so I can know them really well, but it’s hard to    
narrow it down.  Do you have this same list?  What 

have you done to balance everything out?        
Anyway… on to youth ministry things! 
 August was filled with busyness!  There was 
the World Pulse Festival (which no one showed up 
to), Community Café (which four people showed up 
to), a multi-youth group worship service (which I 
will talk about next month), the AU church fair (talk 
about next month, and the Fall Youth Rally at     
Epworth Forest (I’ll talk about that next month too).   
September isn’t super busy, but there are a couple 
things happening.  On September 12th we are  
moving Sunday night youth back downtown and 
will be having a Fall Kickoff.  It will be during the 
usual time of 5 P.M. – 7 P.M. but we’re going to 
have a service much like Something Different, we’ll 
have a few things to give away, and we’re going to 
have a lot of free food.  It looks to be an awesome 
event that will hopefully kick start (or kickoff!) the 
youth ministry for the fall/winter/spring.  We’re also 
going to have a Frisbee Golf Tournament on    
September 18th at Davis Park.  Registration will be 
at 2:30 P.M. and the tournament starts at 3:00 P.M.  
This is the first year for it, but we’re hoping this will 
turn into a big deal in years to come. 
 Well, that’s all for now.  This article was 
short and sweet, but it got all the necessary        
information across.  Have a great month.  Fall 
starts soon! 

����������������� ���

Operation Love Ministries Inc. is having it's annual "Saturday in the Park / Walk-A-Thon" fund raiser at 
Shady Side Park on Saturday, September 19th.  This is their major fund raising event to support:  food  
pantry, pharmaceutical assistance, financial assistance and counseling, Christian ministerial services for 
the needy.   
  
Bill and Deardra will be captains for First Church's Walk-A-Thon to raise money.  First Church is a charter 
member of the Church Alliance that supports Operation Love.  Our church has been one of the major          
fund-raisers for this event among the thirty member churches in the Alliance.  If you, or someone you know, 
has an interest in walking.  Bill and Deardra will supply you with the instructions and materials needed.  If 
someone wants to have a booth for information or as a vendor, check with Bill for how to enroll.  Bill and 
Deardra will walk (and hopefully others in the church will also.  We will let you know who are walking (or 
running) on the course, so that you can support them and OLM.  Monies are suppose to be turned in to the 
Walk Captains on or preferably before September 19th. 
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 Thank you Jerry!!! 
Just after summer began 
Jerry Burand decided to re-
finish the top of the commun-
ion table in the sanctuary. 
While it took several days to 
complete, the table looks 
awesome, as you can see in 
the picture to the left, taken 
by Gary Wade, and when 
you kneel at the table for 
communion. Be sure to thank 
him for his efforts!! 

We’re doing this new thing in the youth 
ministry where we want to be like every 
other youth group, and since every other 
youth group has a Fall Kickoff event, 
we’re going to have one too.  (By the way, 
I was joking about the “wanting to be like 
every other youth group” thing).  On September 
12th from 5 P.M. to 7 P.M. we’re  going to have a 
time of worship, games, food, and free stuff!  It’s 
the perfect way to kick off the school year and the 
ministerial year.  Invite your friends! 

�� � �� 	��� �	 �� � ��� � 	Dear Friends: 
 
         Thank you for the love and support, as well as 
the outpouring of beautiful cards, we received after 
the recent death of my father.  We are especially 
grateful for all of you who made the trip to Decatur 
for either the visitation on Thursday or the funeral on 
Friday.  We are thankful for the comfort 
so generously given to us. 
     Cliff and Karen Ambler  

�� �� � 	��� 	

 Both Haiti and Pakistan have been hit with natural disasters in the past year.     
Casualties and damage has been beyond belief in both countries—including deaths,     
individuals driven from their homes; and roads, bridges, and crops destroyed.  The        
potential for illness and starvation is prevalent. 
 The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has been and is continuing to 
respond the emergencies in collaboration with other relief agencies.  UMCOR grants    
provide clean drinking water, food, temporary shelter, and medical aid to tens of         
thousands of people affected by the crisis situations. 

 You can assist UMCOR in addressing the needs of the peoples of Haiti and Pakistan by your        
financial gifts.  All monies given through the church are forwarded on to UMCOR.  Please write Pakistan or 
Haiti emergency on your check.  The Outreach Committee thanks you for your generosity. 

� � 
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Bon Amis is a travel group for adults 55 
years and older.  The group makes monthly trips 
by bus to local/regional sites of interest and is 
open to the community.  The cost of each trip   
varies according to activity and distance traveled.  
Call the church office (643-6977) to register for 
any of the following trips.   
 
· October 6— tour of Wick’s Pie Factory 
· November 18 —La Comedia Dinner Theater in 
Springboro Ohio to see Irving Berlin’s White 
Christmas 
· December —Yuletide Celebration at Hilbert 
Circle Theater in Indianapolis 

�	��#�����
�� � � � �� � � 	� �� � � 	� ��%����	 ��� ���	� ����� 	

� 3�����4��5#3#6#�����������������������
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����������.������!7"���#��
� The topic for the September program is   
Madison County Problem Solving Courts and will   
especially focus on Re-entry Court, which is          
presided over by Judge Tom Clem.  It is a court-
supervised, comprehensive reintegration program for 
defendants returning to Madison County after having 
served time in prison.  Lunch will be served at 11:30 
with program to follow.  
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Louise Beehler to Choral Music 

Freda & Lee Wayne Yeakley 
Margie and Harry Albaugh 
Mary and Jerry Blue 
Pat Conrad 
Nina, Jake, & Jill Coyner 
Nelma Hostetler 
Dorothy Etchison 
Joyce and Bill Mathys 
Viola and Jack Baker 
Betty and Frank Cramer 
Miriam and Charlie Jones 
MaeEllen and Jim Gale 
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Yeakley 
Esther and Alan Yoder 
Dorothy and Bob Mills 
Marcia and Phil Estep 
Sandy and Jim Kovach 
Nancy and Rich Christ 
Jed Dye 
Ann and Chester Francis 
Tom, Michele, Meredith & 
Carolyn Mullen 
Sue and Gene Wright 
Elizabeth Shearer 
June Million-Haase 
Delphi High School Class of 1948 
Maurita & Richard Bowman 

Nell Cherry 
Marilyn Redick 
Sharon and Gary Baker 
Carol Kepner 
Sarah and Gene Rummel 
 

Nell Cherry to Bus Fund 
Virginia Musser 
Joyce and Bill Mathys 
 

Nell Cherry to  
Community Café 
Harriett Wheeler 
 

Norma Jean Rockwell to 
Community Café 
Harriett Wheeler 
 

Monna Jackson to  
Helping Hands Pantry 
Pat Conrad 
 

Monna Jackson to  
Choral Music 
Joyce and Bill Mathys 
 

Monna Jackson to Bus 
Fund 
Evelyn & Horace Chadbourne 
 

 
 
 

Nina Coyner 
Betty and Meredith Church 
Hazel & Charles Dickmann 
Elizabeth Shearer 
Susan and Jeff Barber 
Gail & DeWayne Landwehr 
Larry Beehler 
Joann and Jerry Burand 
Joan and Bob Land 
Pat and Don Moore 
Nelma Hostetler 
Sue and Gene Wright 
Margaret Causton 
Larry Metzger 
Clarian Health Partners 
IN Annual Conference of UMC 
 
Nina Coyner to Bus Fund 
Virginia Musser 
Lottie and Earl Marmon 
 
Lowell Hardacre 
Betty and Meredith Church 
 
Lowell Hardacre to Bus Fund 
Carol and Hubert Hinkle 

Are you interested in enjoying good food, 
laughing a lot, and connecting with other  
people in the church?  A Dinner for 8 group is 

one way to do all three of these things at one time..  A 
Dinner for 8 group is made up of 8-9 individuals who meet 
monthly for dinner.  One person or couple hosts the     
dinner in their home or at the church or any other location 
they may choose. Everyone brings a dish to share, and 
the group enjoys an evening of fellowship.  It is a great 
way to get to know other people in the church and to 
make new friends.  
 

We started several new Dinner for 8 groups last fall, and 
they are going well.  We want to form some additional 
Dinner for 8 groups, so this is your chance to be part of 
one.  Please call the church office (643-6977) to sign up 
for a group.  Contact Pastor Donna with any questions. 

� � � � � � 	� �� 	&	��� ��	

A six week grief recovery workshop will be held on 
Thursdays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, starting on       
September 16.  These sessions will provide       
education and group support for anyone who is 
grieving the loss of a loved one.  The series will be 
facilitated by Pauline Doty, who has served as a 
chaplain and pastoral counselor in hospitals,   
homeless shelters, and hospice programs. She is 
author of Echoes of Mercy, Whispers of Hope:  My 
Journey and A Theology of Hope. 
 
Please call the church office (643-6977) to sign up 
for the workshop.  Registration is limited to twelve 
participants.  There is no fee, and the series is open 
to the community. 
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