THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
November 23, 2025 - 10 a.m.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING OF YOUR GIFTS—Bath Towels

*GREETING

MUSIC FOR GATHERING Duet
“Rejoice, the Lord is King” arr. Kim

Susan Finger, Organ; Michele Murray, Piano

*CALL TO WORSHIP Merrillyn Vance

ONE: Come, let us celebrate the wondrous gifts
that God has given us.

ALL: Throughout all our lives, God has
blessed us with love and hope.

ONE: Praise be to God who provides for us.

ALL: May our hearts be truly grateful, and
may we show our gratitude by the ways
in which we live and care for others.

ONE: Hallelujah!

ALL: Hallelujah! Amen!

*HYMN “Come, Ye Thankful People Come” #694
1. Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of
harvest home; all is safely gathered in, ere the winter
storms begin. God our Maker doth provide
for our wants to be supplies; come to God’s own
temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.

2. All the world is God's own field, fruit as praise to God
we yield; wheat and tares together sown are to joy
or sorrow grown; first the blade and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear; Lord of harvest,
grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.

4. Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest
home; gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow,
free from sin, there, forever purified, in thy presence
to abide; come, with all thine angels, come, raise the
glorious harvest home.

OFFERING TO GOD
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING Merrillyn Vance

ONE: Let us give thanks for all of God's
blessings: O God, you have been gracious
to us through all the years of our lives.

ALL: We thank you for your loving care,
which has brought us to this time and
place of praise.

ONE: You have given us life and reason.

ALL: You have comforted and nurtured us
with family and friends.

ONE: You have filled our hearts with a hunger
for you, and have given us your peace.

*GOSPEL

ALL: You have redeemed us, given us a
place in your Church.
ONE: You have been our light in darkness and a
rock of strength in adversity.
ALL: You have been the very Spirit of joy and
our reward.
ONE: You remembered us when we forgot you.
ALL: You met us with forgiveness and
overflowing grace when we returned to
you. Praise be to God!
OFFERTORY “Appalachian Grace” Sanctuary Choir
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise
him, all creatures here below; Praise him above,
yve heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Merrillyn Vance

ANTHEM “Give Thanks and Glorify His Name”

Sanctuary Choir

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Tim Kline
LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
*HYMN “We Gather Together” #131

1. We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing;
he chastens and hastens his will to make known.
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.
Sing praises to his name, he forgets not his own.

2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
so from the beginning the fight we were winning;
thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine!

Matthew 25:14-29 (NLT) Tim Kline
14“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by
the story of a man going on a long trip. He called
together his servants and entrusted his money to them
while he was gone. > He gave five bags of silver to one,
two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the
last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then
left on his trip. 1®*“The servant who received the five
bags of silver began to invest the money and earned five
more. !’ The servant with two bags of silver also went to
work and earned two more. ¥ But the servant who
received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground
and hid the master’s money. ° “After a long time their
master returned from his trip and called them to give an
account of how they had used his money. ?° The servant
to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came
forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me
five ba%s of silver to invest, and I have earned five
more.’ ! “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many
more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ 22“The

servant who had received the two bags of silver came
forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of
silver to invest, and I have earned two more.” ©>“The
master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant.
You have been faithful in handling this small amount,
so now I will give you many more responsibilities.
Let’s celebrate together!” 2*“Then the servant with the
one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you
were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant
and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. 2°I was
afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the
earth. Look, here is your money back.’ 2 “But the
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you
knew I harvested crops I didn't plant and gathered
crops I didn't cultivate, 2’ why didn’t you deposit my
money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some
interest on it.” 2 “Then he ordered, ‘Take the money
from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten
bags of silver. 2° To those who use well what they are
given, even more will be given, and they will have an
abundance. But from those who do nothing, even
what little they have will be taken away.

This is God’s Word for God’s people today.

Thanks be to God!

ENDOWMENT MOMENT Jim Ault, Lay Leader
Thanking God for What We Have to Share

HYMN “Now Thank We All Our God” #102
1. Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands
and voices, who wondrous things has done, in
whom this world rejoices; who from our mothers'
arms has blessed us on our way with countless gifts
of love, and still is ours today.

3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now be
given; the Son, and him who reigns with them in
highest heaven; the one eternal God, whom earth
and heaven adore; for thus it was, is now, and
shall be evermore.

SERMON Blessed to be a Blessing Rev. Boruff

HYMN "Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” #126
1. Sing praise to God who reigns above,
the God of all creation,
the God of power, the God of love,
the God of our salvation.
With healing balm my soul is filled
and every faithless murmur stilled:
To God all praise and glory.

3. Thus all my toilsome way along,
I sing aloud thy praises,
that earth may hear the grateful song
my voice unwearied raises.
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart,
both soul and body bear your part:
To God all praise and glory.



MUSIC FOR SENDING Susan Finger
“Festive Postlude” arr. Feig

*BENEDICTION
Our service of worship has come to an end but not
our praise, prayers or generosity.
God calls us to go from this place and share
with all we meet something of what God has
blessed us with. Let our legacy be one of
generosity for generations to come!
Go now in Peace. In Christ’'s name. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
THANK YOU
for assisting in worship!
Worship Leaders: Merrillyn Vance, Tim Kline & Jim Ault
Music: Sanctuary Choir
Sound Tech: Mark Murray
Visual Tech: Matt Stout

WELCOME

Welcome to worship on Sundays and all programs &
ministries throughout the week!

Announcements

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION:

Anderson First United Methodist Church
Downtown: 1215 Jackson St., Anderson IN 46016;
Davis Park: 4507 Nichol Ave., Anderson 46011
Website: www.andersonfirst.org

Phone: 765-643-6977

e GUESTS: Welcome! There is a gift bag for you at
the Welcome Center. Glad you joined us and hope
you will come again!

« FOOD@FIRST: 92 guests were served last
Sunday. It was a blessing to serve the community.

« ADVENT STUDIES: Three Advent Studies being
offered —See Welcome Center or VOICE for details.

e GATEWAY CHRISTMAS GIFTS: Nov. 3 - Dec. 10

o CONCERTS: AACC/YC Winter Concert is Sunday,
December 7 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary AND
Alpha Brass & the Directors Jazz Orchestra
Christmas Concert on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m.

e LESSONS & CAROLS: Sunday, Dec. 7 at 10 a.m. is
is a spectacular worship experience of scripture &
music.

e 2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES: If you would like to
have offering envelopes for 2026 giving, please let
Heather Ashton know as soon as possible at
heather@andersonfirst.org or 764-643-6977. We
want to accommodate everyone in whatever way
you prefer to give.

We give thanks for today’s:
Ushers: Dick Falkenberry, Debbie Millikan, Dale
Mendenhall, Andre Streaty
Greeters: Betsey Bachman, Miriam & Charlie Jones
Fellowship Time: Friendship Bible Study Circle

Weekly Schedule

Sun 11/23

9:25am Kids Choir Choir Room Downtown

10:00 am Worship Sanctuary Downtown
11:15am AFS Youth Group Youth Room Downtown

2:00 pm Worship Primrose

4:30 pm Community Cafe Fellowship Hall Downtown

Mon 11/24 - Hanging of the Greens Sanctuary Downtown
10:30 am Advent Study North/South Parlor Downtown

5:00 pm Exercise Class Davis Park/Lodge
6:00 pm AA Big Book Study Fellowship Hall Downtown

6:00 pm Advent Study North/South Parlor Downtown

6:30 pm Alpha Brass Rehearsal Alpha Brass Room Downtown

7:00 pm Budget Benders Conference Room Downtown

Tues 11/25—Hanging of the Greens Sanctuary Downtown
9:00 am Sew Day Fellowship Hall Downtown
4:00 pm AACC Rehearsal Sanctuary, Choir Room Downtown
Wed 11/26

8:00 am Gateway Thanksgiving Feast Fellowship Hall Downtown

3:00 pm Coffee With Corinne Facebook

5:00 pm Exercise Class Davis Park/Lodge

Thurs 11/27

Office Closed

9:00 am Gene Brueggen Family Gathering Davis Park/Lodge
Fri11/28

Office Closed

12:00 pm Downtown Devotions Facebook Page
Sat 11/28

9:00 am AA Meeting East/West Parlor Downtown
Sun 11/30

9:00 am Kids Choir Choir Room Downtown
10:00 am Worship Sanctuary Downtown
2:00 pm Worship Primrose

4:30 PM Food@First Narthex Downtown

o"

First United Methodist

FAITH FIRST. FAMILIES FIRST. ANDERSON FIRST.

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
November 23, 2025 @ 10:00 AM

Lead Pastor: Rev. Corinne Boruff
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Brian White
Director of Family Ministries: Ally Hall

Ministers: Congregation



