
 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
November 30, 2025 – 10 a.m. 

        
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*GREETING 
 
MUSIC FOR GATHERING          Mark & Michele Murray 

“What Child is This?” arr. Stephen Bulla 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev. Boruff 
ONE: Listen to the Spirit urging us to get ready— 
ALL: Our calendars are jam-packed full. 
ONE: Listen to the Spirit calling us to wait— 
ALL: We’ve already been waiting; there’s a  
 line everywhere we go. 
ONE: Listen to the Spirit inviting us to walk in the  way 
  of the Lord— 
ALL: This is good news! 
ONE: The Spark of Hope God places among us. 
ALL: The spirit of God is moving, bringing 
 hope. Let us be ready!  
 

*HYMN    “Lift Up Your Hands, Ye Mighty Gates”           #213 
1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; 

behold, the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; 
the Savior of the world is here! 

 
3. Redeemer, come, with us abide; 
our hearts to thee we open wide; 

let us thy inner presence feel; 
thy grace and love in us reveal. 

 
4. Thy Holy Spirit lead us on 
until our glorious goal is won; 
eternal praise, eternal fame 

be offered, Savior, to thy name! 
 
PREPARING FOR HOPE               Elizabeth Murray-Sherron 

Monologue 
 

RESPONSE     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”      #211 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here,  
Until the Son of God appear.  

Refrain: 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
OFFERING TO GOD  

GRANT COMMITTEE CELEBRATION 
DeWayne Landwehr, Chr.   

OFFERTORY                 Mark & Michele Murray 
“Vocalise” Sergei Rachmaninoff 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise 
him, all creatures here below; Praise him above, 
ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION        DeWayne Landwehr  
 
   

SPECIAL MUSIC             Mark & Michele Murray 
          “Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion” G.F. Handel 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Bill Brown 
   
LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN          “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”    #196  
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus,  

born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us,  

let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation,  

hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 
2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                   Bill Brown 

Isaiah 9:1-7 (NLT) 
1Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go 
on forever. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, 
but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the 
Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the 
Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory. 2 The people who 
walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a 
land of deep darkness, a light will shine. 3 You will enlarge the 
nation of Israel, and its people will rejoice. They will rejoice 
before you as people rejoice at the harvest and like warriors 
dividing the plunder. 4 For you will break the yoke of their 
slavery and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. You 
will break the oppressor’s rod, just as you did when you 
destroyed the army of  Midian. 5 The boots of the warrior and 
the uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will 
be fuel for the fire. 6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to 
us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be 
called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7 His government and its peace will never 
end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of 
his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment 
of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen! 
 

Please stand as you are able.  
*GOSPEL         Matthew 24:36-39, 44 (NLT)  

36 “However, no one knows the day or hour when these things 
will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son 
himself. Only the Father knows. 37 “When the Son of Man 
returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. 38 In those days 
before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and 
parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his 
boat. 39 People didn’t realize what was going to happen until 
the flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it 
will be when the Son of Man comes…. 44 You also must be 

ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least 
expected. 

This is God’s Word for God’s people today.  
Thanks be to God!  

   
SERMON        Prepare Him Room: Embracing Hope  
                                   Rev. Boruff  
 
HYMN           “O Little Town of Bethlehem”            #230 
1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 

above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years  

are met in thee tonight. 
 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; 
so God imparts to human hearts  

the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still  
the dear Christ enters in. 

 
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

o come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
 
MUSIC FOR SENDING     Mark & Michele Murray 

“Alleluia” W. A. Mozart 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
for assisting in worship! 

Worship Leaders: Elizabeth Murray-Sherron, DeWayne 
Landwehr & Bill Brown 

Music: Mark & Michele Murray 
Sound Tech: Richard Cassiday 

 Visual Tech: Matt Stout 
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 30, 2025 @ 10:00 AM 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Corinne Boruff 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Brian White 
Director of Family Ministries: Ally Hall  

Ministers: Congregation 

WELCOME 
Welcome to worship on Sundays and all programs & 

ministries throughout the week!   
 

Announcements 
• CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Anderson First United Methodist Church 
Downtown: 1215 Jackson St., Anderson IN 46016;  
Davis Park: 4507 Nichol Ave., Anderson 46011 
Website: www.andersonfirst.org 
Phone: 765-643-6977 

• GUESTS: Welcome! There is a gift bag for you at 
the Welcome Center.  Glad you joined us and hope 
you will come again! 

• FOOD@FIRST:  89 guests were served last 
Sunday.  It was a blessing to serve the community. 

• ADVENT STUDIES: Three Advent Studies being 
offered.  There is still time to join! 

 1) Pastor Brian White’s study has a sign up sheet 
 and book available in the narthex.  This study is 
 in-person & Zoom. This study meets on 
 Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
 2) Pastor Corinne Boruff’s study is in-person in 
 the NS Parlor on Mondays at 6 p.m. 
 3) Peg Peter’s study is on Fridays at 9 a.m. in NS 
 Parlor. 
• GATEWAY CHRISTMAS GIFTS: Angels and 

envelopes are available at the table with Christmas 
Trees in the Narthex. Gifts may be wrapped and 
placed in the chapel. All gifts are due by Dec. 10. 

• CONCERTS: AACC/YC Winter Concert is Sunday, 
December 7 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary AND  
Alpha Brass & the Directors Jazz Orchestra  
Christmas Concert  on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m.  

• LESSONS & CAROLS: Sunday, Dec. 7 at 10 a.m. is 
a spectacular worship experience of scripture & 
music. 

• 2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES: If you would like to 
have offering envelopes for 2026 giving, please let 
Heather Ashton know as soon as possible at 
heather@andersonfirst.org or 764-643-6977. We 
want to accommodate everyone in whatever way 
you prefer to give.  

• BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE: Saturday, Dec. 20 at 
2 p.m. in the sanctuary.  This special service is a  
reflective, quiet worship service for those who find 
the Christmas season difficult due to grief, 
loneliness, or other hardships. It provides a 
compassionate space to mourn and find hope.  

 
 

We give thanks for today’s: 
Ushers:  Beth McFall, Keith McFall, Juanita Slattery  
Fellowship Time: Judy Whitney 
 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
Sun 11/30 

9:25 am Kids Choir Choir Room Downtown 

10:00 am Worship Sanctuary Downtown 

2:00 pm Worship  Primrose 

4:30 pm Community Cafe Fellowship Downtown 

Mon 12/01 

10:30 am              Advent Study                                                  North/South Parlor               Downtown 

5:00 pm                Exercise Class                                                                                                   Davis Park/Lodge 

6:00 pm                AA Big Book Study                                         Fellowship Hall                       Downtown 

6:00 pm                Advent Study                                                  North/South Parlor               Downtown 

Tues 12/02 

9:00 am                  Sew Day                                                          Fellowship Hall                      Downtown 

10:00 am                Book Club                                                       Library                                     Downtown 

10:00 am                Staff Meeting                                                 Conference Room                 Downtown   

10:00 am                Trustees Meeting                                          North/South Parlor               Downtown 

4:00 pm                  AACC Rehearsal                                             Sanctuary, Choir Room        Downtown 

Wed 12/03 

3:00 pm                  Coffee With Corinne                                                                                    Facebook    

5:00 pm                  Exercise Class                                                                                                Davis Park/Lodge 

6:00 pm                  AFS Midweek                                                Youth Room                         Downtown 

6:00 pm                   First Kids Club                                              Fireplace Room                    Downtown 

6:00 pm                  Bell Choir Rehearsal                                    Bell Room                              Downtown 

7:00 pm                  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal                         Sanctuary, Choir Room      Downtown 

Thurs 12/04 

10:00 am                 Friendship Bible Study Circle                    North/South Parlor             Downtown 

Fri 12/05 

9:00 am Bible Study North/South Parlor 

 

Downtown 

12:00 pm                  Downtown Devotion  Facebook 

4:15 pm Lessons & Carols Rehearsal Sanctuary Downtown 

6:30 pm Gingerbread House Competition Fellowship Hall Downtown 

Sat 12/06 

 8:30 am                     AACC/YC Dress Rehearsal Sanctuary, Choir Room 

 

Downtown 

9:00 am AA Meeting East/West Parlor Downtown 

4:00 pm Lessons and Carols Rehearsal Sanctuary Downtown 

Sun 12/07 
9:00 am   Lessons and Carols Rehearsal Sanctuary Downtown 

10:00 am Worship Sanctuary Downtown 

11:15 am YA Gathering Youth Room Downtown 

2:00 pm Worship  Primrose 

4:30 PM Food@First Narthex Downtown 

7:00 pm AACC/YC Winter Concert Sanctuary Downtown 


