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The Indiana Annual Conference gathered at St. Luke’s United
Methodist Church in Indianapolis on June 3-6, 2026.
PLENARY HIGHLIGHTS
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED o Rev. Dr. Michael Beck presented on “Leading and Discipling in a Post-
Pandemic, Post-Disaffiliation, and Politically Polarized World.” He also

Visit us on the web at _ lead us in a dance break! _ _

« The Committee on Episcopacy celebrated the leadership of Bishop Tracy
andersonfirst.org and S. Malone, who—this year—celebrates her ten years as an episcopal
follow us on Facebook leader in The United Methodist Church.

e The 2027 budget was adopted.
e Impact 2818 Outdoor Ministries reported 1,726 campers last
year with 107 first-time commitments to Christ and 76 calls
to vocational ministry.
o Multiple resolutions and amended resolutions passed, aspiring things
like freedom and liberties of people with disabilities, support for Associate
Members and Local Pastors, condemnation of online betting and sports
gambling, rejection of Christian nationalism, and justice for our immigrant
neighbors.
e 14 churches were acknowledged for their many years of changing lives,
though they disbanded in the last year. There UMC churches are:
Bridgeton, Columbus Mt. Olive, Edwardsport, Gentryville, Hamlet,
Hancock Chapel, Lexington Pleasant Ridge, Memphis, Monroe City
Hamline Chapel, New Zion, Soloon Creek, Reynolds, Utica,
West Middleton
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
The Conference honored the lives of 40 clergy and lay ministers and
27 spouses who have joined the Church Triumphant in the last year.
EPISCOPAL ADDRESS
Bishop Tracy S. Malone presented her episcopal address entitled, “"Rooted
in Christ’s Love, Formed for Faithful Witness” Bishop Malone referenced
. the Annual Conference theme verse (John 15:9-17), “'As the Father has
loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love...I appointed you to go
and bear fruit, fruit that will last.” There is a connection between abiding
and bearing fruit. Between remaining in Christ and reflecting the life of
Christ. Between being rooted and becoming fruitful,” she said.
SERVICE OF RECOGNITION, COMMISSIONING,
ORDINATION, AND RETIREMENT
e 8 persons were recognized for completion of Course of Study.
e 2 persons were recognized as associate members.
of the Lord is, * 2 persons were ordained as deacon.
2 e 3 persons were ordained as elder.
there is freedom. o e 2 persons were commissioned for ministry.
2 Corinthians 3:17 ¢ 30 retirees were honored for their 674 years of combined service.
2027 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
We are planning to meet June 9-12, 2027, at St. Luke’s United Methodist
Church in Indianapolis. Full details from the 2026 Annual Conference can be
found at: inumc.org/annual-conference
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE for July 2026

AT THE TABLE WITH JESUS
This series will help us see Jesus’ heart to those around him. The series
looks at Jesus’ ministry through his interactions during meals. Like Jesus
did, we can use meals, to minister to those around us. Meals welcome
others into our lives and help others feel invited and included. A
practical challenge for our meal times will be included!

July 5 HOLY COMMUNION
Bad Company
Luke 5:27-32 (NLT)
9:00 AM Outdoor Worship at Davis Park
Music: Mark & Michele Murray
Sound Tech: Richard Cassiday
Visual Tech: Matt Stout
10:45 AM Downtown Worship in North/South Parlor
Music: Mark & Michele Murray
July 12 7™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 AM Outdoor Worship at Davis Park
Rev. Brian White preaching
Growing Things
Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9. 18-23
Description: Jesus often uses metaphors using
his environment at the time. When he wants to talk
about growth in the Kingdom of God he uses growing
things.
Music: Directors’ Jazz Orchestra
Sound Tech: Jim Hudson
Visual Tech: Matt Stout
10:45 AM Downtown Worship in North/South Parlor
Rev. Corinne Boruff preaching
The Unexpected Guest
Luke 7:36-50 (NLT)
Music: Rachael Lashbrook
July 19 8™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
The Guest List
Luke 14:1-24 (NLT)
9:00 AM Outdoor Worship at Davis Park
Music: Elizabeth Murray-Sherron & Michele Murray
Sound Tech: Mark Murray
Visual Tech: Matt Stout
10:45 AM Downtown Worship in North/South Parlor
Music: Elizabeth Murray-Sherron & Michele Murray
July 26 MUSIC MINISTRY PRESENTS A SUMMER KIDS' MUSICAL
“The STAR Factor”
One service only; Downtown Sanctuary, 10 a.m.
Kid’s Musical participants lead Primrose Worship—2:00 PM
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2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.”

Sincerely—Susan

HELPING HANDS NON-FOOD PANTRY

Our June Helping Hands Pantry served 66 women and 34 men with gifts of
toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner, and body wash as well as a cleaning
product of their choice. Each guest also received a small tube of sun-
screen, a ChapStick, and a small bottle of hand sanitizer. The supplies you
donate are greatly appreciated. You allow us to serve our increasing num-
ber of guests. Many of our guests in June were first time visitors.

The next Helping Hands Pantry will be Wednesday, July 8, from 9:00 AM-
11:00 AM and our August Helping Hands Pantry will be August 12. Begin-
ning in August, we will be changing our hours to 9:00 AM-10:30 AM to
coincide with the Utility Assistance Program. We have found the majority
of our guests also visit the church for utility assistance so we have very few
gusts from 10:30 AM-11:00 AM.

Any donations of toilet paper, body lotions, men’s and women’s deodor-
ants, bar soap, nail clippers and nail files will be appreciated for our July
and August Helping Hands Pantry. We are hoping to give each guest a roll
of paper towels in November and a box of Kleenex in December so watch
for those $1 sales.

PLEASE BRING ANY DONATED ITEMS TO THE OFFICE RATHER THAN
USING THE BINS.

Thank you for your generosity!
Sincerely—Karen Ambler, Juanita Slattery

CONGRATULATIONS to CHRIS TAYLOR for being chosen to represent
Indiana in the SBO Magazine (School, Band, Orchestra) for directors that
make a difference. Chris highlighted ways he believes he makes a differ-
ence in students’ lives, the most important lesson he tries to teach his stu-
dents and his proudest moments as a music teacher.

The program at Pendleton Heights High School has shown significant
growth in the last few years and has had great success in all areas of the
program - concert band, jazz band, marching band, and percussion.

Congratulation on all of your great work Chris and on receiving this
recognition!

First United Methodist Vol 64 Issue 7 page 15



OUTREACH NEWS

Greetings from the Outreach Ministries. We received another grant! The
Indiana Conference of the Untied Methodist Church blessed us with a Minis-
try With the Poor Grant in the amount of $1,000.00 in order to assist our
volunteer expenses for the new Main Course-Mane Cute Ministry. This was
a dream child of Adrian, our stylist who donates time and materials for this
ministry. He and his volunteer friends provide free haircuts to our down-
town dinner guests monthly during Community Café/Grille. Thank the Lord
for his provision. 2 Corinthians 9:8, “and god will generously provide all
you need.” We are thankful that the church embraced our vision and sup-
ported it as well.

More Outreach News: We are blessed to have such a wonderful church
family. During the absence of Linda Verhulst from the Helping Hands Minis-
try, Karen Ambler has graciously agreed to trial leading Helping Hands in
continuing their ministry. She has wonderful support from Juanita Slattery,
Kristie McCleery, Cheryl Bayer, Nancy and Christie Cox. Thanks to all who
continue to serve and support the Helping Hands Non-food Pantry.

Emergency (Utility) Assistance continues alongside Helping Hands the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month. Thanks to Jim Wessar, Sandy French, Kay
McConnell, DeWayne Landwehr, Bill Brown, Judy Whitney, and Dave Selby
who are faithful to this ministry monthly. Their efforts to ease the burden
of community utility bills are so appreciated by the community. If you
know of anyone who could benefit with utilities, they should arrive at 9:00
AM at Door #2. We assist those in Madison County with a disconnect
notice or payment plan. It is necessary to bring an ID and their bill. They
can’t be disconnected.

Buddy Bags is on respite for the summer. We thank the multitude of volun-
teers who are led by Johanne Coleson for making this Anderson Elementary
food bag delivery a success. At their last delivery, the school presented
them with a heartfelt, homemade "Thank You" which will be laminated for
posterity. Johanne and team ,thanks for all you do. Enjoy your summer
break!

SATAEN

Buddy Bags’

Thank You! -

The Grille is in full effect as of June 14. Team leaders please pull up the
email schedule. Teams should arrive at 3:15 PM to assist. We do not have
as many volunteers this summer and will need at least 3 volunteers and
potentially more. Thanks to Bill Brown and Richard Cassiday who pick up
the GFS orders and Cindy Shortridge for Aldi orders. It's hard work.
Sharon McNabney and Sandy French have graciously offered to pick up
weekly bread supplies for the Grille, Thanks to all of you for continuing the
dinner team rotations that feed our guests.
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200" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Yes, the country is celebrating 250 years and we at Anderson First UMC
are celebrating 200 years of being in a church building in Anderson.
On Sunday, September 13, 2026, at 10 a.m. we will celebrate our
200%™ Anniversary in a church building as we begin our Fall Worship
schedule by returning to the downtown sanctuary for one Sunday
morning service at 10 a.m. Our festivities will include:
e One Worship Service at 10 a.m. in Sanctuary
e Bishop Tracy S. Malone sending a video to play during
worship and a certificate
« Conference Staff are invited to participate worship
e Catered meal in Fellowship Hall
e Family Ministry Events in Parking Lot
e Dedication and Open House in the Gym
e Open House in New Classrooms — Student and Children
e Church Historical Display in the Library
e "Telling Our Story” - Displays throughout the building of memories -
past & present from the congregation and friends of the church
e Scavenger Hunt to the “Telling Our Story” displays with
a prize for completion
. Create a new 200" Logo for the church to use 2026-2027
e Other ideas to come

HISTORICAL MARKER
The Church’s historical marker is set at Door #9 on Jackson Street. It
reads:

A Methodist Presence Since 1821
The first church in Andersontown was a “"Methodist Congregation” started
by our earliest pioneers around 1821. Having no church building, they
met in each other’s log cabins. Having no permanent local pastor, they
took advantage of the preachers riding a 600-mile circuit four times a
year from Indianapolis through Andersontown and beyond. In 1827, the
first church building was built on the southwest corner of what is now
11th and Brown-Delaware Streets. Other church structures followed in
1851 on the northeast corner of 11th and Meridian Streets; 1873 The Me-
ridian Street Methodist Church was constructed with the state-of-the-art
religious architecture for the time. Needing more room, the southwest
corner of 12th and Jackson Streets, their present address became the site
of the First Methodist Episcopal Church in 1917. Tragedy struck during
Christmas week of 1960 as a fire engulfed the sanctuary. The present
complex was dedicated in 1965 and in 1969 with the merger of the Meth-
odist and United Brethren denomination, The First United Methodist
Church of Anderson, Indiana was so renamed.
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WHY GIVE TO THE CHURCH
WHEN I AM NOT THERE?
The reason to give to God and God’s work does not change because our
circumstances change. Even though we may be vacationing, visiting family,
hosting guests, traveling for business or recovering from health issues our
reason for giving back to God never changes.

Giving to God is still a reflection of your heart and your priorities.
Continuing God’s work through your financial gifts continues to be a
privilege and brings blessings.

Giving on our website is available or simply mail a contribution to the
church. Thank you for your faithfulness.

AMERICA'S 250™ ANNIVERSARY & METHODISM
"From Crown to Conferencing" is a resource created by the General
Commission on Archives and History and the New York Conference of The
UMC to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the United States of America.
On July 4, 2026, the United States of America celebrates the 250th
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence that marks
the beginning of the nation.

In a new video series from the General Commission on Archives and
History, we reflect on the roles Methodists have played leading up to and
after the Declaration of Independence was signed. The curriculum is
designed for use by Sunday School classes, small groups, youth groups or
individual study.

Link to videos: https://www.youtube.com/@archiveshistoryoftheumc

RE-APPOINTED!

In the United Methodist Church ordained clergy are appointed by our
bishop to serve a particular church & community one year at a time. The
final order of business at Annual Conference 2026 was the confirmation

of appointments in the Indiana United Methodist Conference.

In commitment and renewal to my covenant as a clergy person in The
United Methodist Church, I now reverently and with joy, accept my
continued appointment to Anderson First UMC! Praising God!

Your Associate Pastor, Rev. Dr. Brian White is a retired ordained elder in
the United Methodist Church. He comes to us as an employee of AFUMC
and is not appointed.

We are thrilled that he continues his ministry among us!

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
On July 26 there is only one worship service
located in the Downtown Sanctuary at 10:00 AM
MUSIC MINISTRY PRESENTS THE SUMMER KIDS’ MUSICAL
“The STAR Factor”
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o Onsite Registration—July 17th @ 4:45 PM-5:30 PM, Parent and Partici-
pant Meeting @ 5:30 PM-6:00 PM, Full cast Party/Intro Rehearsal @ 6:0
PM-8:00 PM *Dinner provided

o Full Cast Rehearsal/Auditions—July 19th @ 11:00 AM-1:00 PM *lunch
provided

o Full Cast Rehearsal-July 21-25 @ 9:00 AM-3:00 PM *Lunch and snhacks
provided

o Performance at Anderson First UMC—July 27th @ 10:00 AM *Performers
report at 9:00 AM

Register Here: MUSICAL REGISTRATION
https://www.andersonfirst.org/musical/

Questions?

For questions or more information, please contact Sue Finger
at sfinger@acsc.net or call 765-620-3170 or Ally Hall
at ally@andersonfirst.org.

SOS BLESSING BAG
JULY 24 @ 1:00 pm-2:00 pm at Anderson First UMC

Our Summer of Serving is continuing at Anderson First UMC as we plan to
support our Community Grille. On July 24th from 1:00 PM-2:00 PM, we will
make blessing bags for our outreach team to distribute to the guests at the
grill. Join us in the Fellowship Hall as we pack the bags, All supplies will be
provided, so all we need is you!. Please email Ally Hall at
ally@andersonfirst.org
To let her know you and your family plan to attend this Summer of Serving
event.

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING

The new school year is just around the corner, which means it’s
time for our Back-to-School Blessing Ceremony!

We are incredibly thankful for our children, students, and educators, and
we understand how both exciting and nerve-wracking a new school year
can be. We would love to take a moment to celebrate them, offer our pray-
ers, and provide a small token for them to carry throughout the school
year. Join us at Davis Park for worship on August 2nd at 9 AM, and

please bring your school bag to the service. We can't wait to see you there
and kick off the school year the right way!
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AFS MOVIE NIGHT OUTING

You're invited to Anderson First Students Moving Outing!

Get ready for a fun afternoon out with friends at our movie outing! We'll
have laughs, excitement, and of course, tons of popcorn!

. Who: Rising 6th through 12th graders

. When: July 12th @ 12:45 PM-3:30 PM (movie starts at 1:00 PM)
. Where: Emagine Theater

. Cost: $10

Whether you're a movie lover or just want to kick back and enjoy some
good vibes, this is the perfect chance to hang out and relax.

Let Ally Hall know if you’re coming by July 5th so we can make sure there
are enough tickets for everyone!

SOS FIRST RESPONDERS

During the week of July 13th at your local Fire Department and
Police Stations.

This week’s Summer of Serving event is sweet because you get to make
baked goods and drop them off with your local first responders. You get to
do this event on your own time and with whatever locations are closest to
your home. Make sure to take pictures of your baked good and tag us

On socials at @andersonfirst kids so we can see your treats!

MUSIC MINISTRY PRESENTS THE SUMMER KIDS’ MUSICAL

Anderson First United Methodist Church presents "The STAR
Factor”, our 2026 Summer Musical!

Rising 2nd through 8th Graders are welcome to join us for the “Star Factor”
musical. Online registration is open now, and the performance is on Ju-
ly 26th at 10am. It is $15 per child to help cover the cost of lunches,
shacks, and a T-shirt for each child. Scholarships are available! Please in-
vite any other children you know who might be interested in participating.
Rehearsals, meetings, and performance will occur at Anderson First

UMC. Anyone who pre-registers and would like to pick up a book to prepare
for auditions can get one at the church office the week of June 13. The of-
fice is open Monday-Thursday from 9-4. Check out the full schedule below.

Musical Schedule:

o Early registration—June 1st—July 16th
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First United Methodist

TABLE GRACE GROUPS
Build Deeper Relationships One Meal At A Time

WHAT IS A TABLE GRACE GROUP?
Church members & affiliates of 6-8 people gather in one another’s
homes for a casual dinner.

THE GOAL
To build deeper relationships in our church community through
shared meals, laughter, and conversation.

WHY PARTICIPATE
Build Real Connections — Get to know fellow believers beyond Sunday
service or weekday ministries.
Creating Hospitality which blesses both the giver and the receiver.
Enjoy Great Food — Every meal shared is a celebration of God’s provi-
sion and our community.
Grow Spiritually Together — Meaningful conversations often start over
dinner.
HOW IT WORKS
Complete the form of participation
You will be matched into a group of 6-8 people
The host and location will rotate among your group of 6-8 participants
Host will provide the main dish of the meal & drinks. Host will
invited others to bring dishes to complete the meal (salad, side
dish, dessert)
Host sets a date and time.
Monthly rotation of host homes. (Church rooms can be used for
the meal. Schedule through the church office.)

Sign up to be a part of a Table Grace Group any time!

Groups will be assigned and the meals will officially begin in September.
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A Bible Study for a Busy Summer!
Parables: Putting Jesus’s Stories in Their Place
By Josh Scott

June 24—July 29, 2026
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM on Zoom
Led by Pastor Brian White

Josh Scott

Join us online for this weekly Bible Study of the parables.
You don’t need to read ahead but you can if you like. Each week is an
independent study so come and go as you are able. Designed to fit into a
busy summer schedule! (Zoom login information: Meeting ID: 861 4334
2398, Password: 092697)

Read the stories of Jesus in a new light. When Jesus taught in parables, he
was doing more than telling simple morality tales, His stories were
grounded in the world in which he lived and his vision of the Kingdom of
God. This book explores six parables that give us a window into Jesus’s
message and movement, and, once they are heard in their own context,
as what they might mean for us today.
July 1 ..... 2. the Parable of the Mustard Seed
July 8 ..... 3. The Parable of the Leaven
July 15 ..... 4. The Wicked Tenants
July 22 ..... 5. The Wedding Party
July 29 ..... 6. The Workers in the Vineyard

EVERYONE IS WELCOME HERE
All Races
All Religions
All Countries of Origin
All Orientations
All Genders
All Political Views
TOGETHER...
We can create a safe space for everyone
to be treated with compassion & respect.
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God;
and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 1 John 4:7

First United Methodist Vol 64 Issue 7 page 6

KIDS MUSICAL FOOD

Here we go again!!! Our annual musical is in the works right now! Star
Factor is the name of this year's musical, and we ask for your help in the
following ways:

1. Invite rising 2-nd-8th Graders you know to join us! For more info and
to register, click here MUSICAL REGISTRATION

https://www.andersonfirst.org/musical/

2. We need snacks, meals, and bottles of water. Snacks and lunch are
needed every day from July 19th-24th. Cookies and coffee are needed
for the coffee hour following the performance on July 26th. If you can
help, please email ally Hall at ally@andersonfirst.org with the day you
would like to provide food and what food you plan to bring. Thank you
so much for supporting this ministry!

SOS PRAYER BEAR DRIVE

Our Summer of Service is winding down, but we’ve got one more thing for
you and your family to do to serve our community!

Did you know that we have a fantastic Prayer Bear ministry at Anderson
First? We provide stuffed bears to people dealing with loss, sadness,
illness, or stress as a reminder of God’s love. We are asking for new stuffed
bears to be brought in throughout the month of July. During the week of
July 21st, we will take the time to pray over and tag these bears with an
encouraging message. Thank you for helping us live our faith, nurture
families, and serve our communities during this Summer of Service!

SOS JUMPS PARTY

Summer of Service is bouncing over to Jumps on July 11th from
11:00 AM-1:00 PM!

Join us at Jumps in downtown Anderson, from 11 AM to 1 PM, for an
exhilarating time for the whole family! Bring some friends along and let us
know your family plans to attend by emailing Ally Hall at
ally@andersonfirst.org
We can't wait to see you there!
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HISTORIAN’S NOTE—continued

I see those pictures from over sixty years ago and I also like to think
about what our church is still doing.

Miss Ally and all the hardworking people who make the Children and
Family Ministry function do a great job of continuing a legacy of fun,
friendship, and service at Davis Park.

All the volunteers who tend the flowers and facilities help keep the wish-
es of Mr. Davis intact by keeping it looking beautiful.

Pastor Corinne, Sue Finger, and all who help with summer worship
do an incredible job of bringing church to Davis Park every week.
In researching for this article, I've found a better appreciation
for Davis Park.

I'm appreciative of how a friendship between neighbors and small
acts of service planted a seed so many years ago that grew...and
continues to grow.

It is this church historian’s hope that our church will look into the
past for inspiration, but not linger there.

May we remember and continue in the way of friendship and
service that has gotten us this far.

*:".*

WISH 1\S

Amazon Wishlist
Have you heard the big news?! Our Family Ministry is growing, and as a

result, we are opening up TWO new classrooms over the summer. We are pre-
paring to open a new Preschool classroom downstairs and a breakout room for

our High School Students upstairs. We have two ways to help.

1. Come to the church on July 8th at 11:00 AM o help us move

the non-food pantry to its new home in preparation for
our new Preschool classroom.
2. Donate supplies from our Amazon Wishlist!

Just a few clicks can provide essential supplies to our kids, students,
and young adults. Items start at $5, and every contribution, big or small,
makes a huge impact. Click on the link provided, order supplies, and bring
them to Ally’s office at Anderson First UMC. Thank you so much for your
generosity and for supporting our Family Ministry!

E]. https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/1DUMP4FBIZOSW?
ref _=wl_share
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Thank s you

I am so grateful to all of you for the love and support offered during the
time of my sister Linda’s death. So many of you sent cards, checked in to
see how Mark and I were doing, brought a meal or reached out with a hug.

Dear Church Family,

Your kindness and generosity were wonderful examples of Christ living
through you. You supported me, prayed for me and loved me.

Thank you so much,

Sue
Join us as we celebrate Sunday, July 19
Mark & Sue’s 3-5 p.m.
50" Wedding Anniversary Presentation at 4:00
Open House Format The Carriage House
. / at Loose Funeral Home
Light hors doeuvres it ol
No Gifts Neccesary Anderson, IN 46013
First United Methodist July 2026 Vol 64 Issue 7 page 7



By Steve Anderson
"It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm then and do not yourselves
be burdened again by the yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5:11)

The letter from Paul to the Galatians was about the fact that Jesus was an alter-
native to the stifling effects of Roman and Mosaic law. Centuries later the American
revolution began as a protest against oppressive laws imposed on the colonies by
the British Empire.

Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount served as an alternative to Mosaic Law by teaching
how to be and become in gaining freedom. An example would include “turning the
other cheek”. Doing this leads to freedom from resentment and hate. On the other
hand, an “eye for an eye” produces resentment and also to people who are less
equipped to see the negative results of this philosophy. The Sermon on the Mount
and the ministry of Jesus was revolutionary which ultimately became a threat to the
Roman occupational government and also to the Pharasees the enforcers of Mosaic
law. Jesus antagonized the Pharasees and their efforts to police the oral and written
Mosaic Laws.

John 9:41 discusses how Jesus violated the Sabbath three ways by restoring
eyesight to a blind man. The first violation occurred when Jesus applied a poultice
of mud to the man’s eyes. This was considered work which was forbidden on the
Sabbath. The second was that Jesus told the man to walk to a fountain to wash out
his eyes. The law stated no more than two- thousand -cubits should be walked on
the Sabbath. The fountain was beyond the two-thousand-cubit limit, and the third
violation was that Jesus performed healing which was forbidden on the Sabbath.
The healing of the blind man sent a clear message that the value of the least among
us is far more important than an unending list of laws. Genesis 1:27 states that God
created humanity in his image male and female. This established that all human be-
ings possess inherent dignity, value, and a unique capacity to have a relationship
with God. (The story of the blind man comes to mind.)

The Declaration of Independence seems to echo Genesis and the ministry of
Jesus when it states “"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are creat-
ed equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” The Constitution
and the Bill of Rights were written as an owner’s manual of how to preserve and
protect the God given rights bestowed upon us. We have made great progress over
the last two and a half centuries in creating more equity, freedom and to pursue
happiness. There is still much to do in making the Declaration a complete reality.
Our paper money says it all “E pluribus unum” (out of many one) and “In God we
trust”.

So before cake and fireworks, join me in prayer: (by Sr. Rita Ostry, Sisters of Notre
Dame) “Loving God we greet this celebration of the 250" year of the founding of our
country with grateful hearts as we call to mind the vision of freedom and justice for
all upon which our country was built. We give thanks for those who imagined this
vision. We are grateful for those who continue advocating for and pursuing a land of
peace, liberty, and equity for all. We realize it is still being created, however, as we
witness the divisions, prejudices and injustices that plague us, may we hold fast to
the dream and vision of unity within our country. May we dedicate ourselves to liv-
ing as brothers and sisters respectful of one another’s dignity and need for equity.
May we also realize the importance of reverencing our earth which provides for and
sustains much of our lives. We give glory and praise to our God and pray that we
may always live in harmony as one family. Amen”
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By Matt McClintick

With Summer worship migrating West to Davis Park, I thought it would be
a good time to feature some history of the location itself. In the past few
months, I've had the good fortune of receiving many materials from several of
you regarding the church’s history. I must admit that I find myself feeling like
a detective working a case when that happens. Not having grown up in this
church, I feel like I'm looking for clues and following leads. The “History Nerd”
in me loves that! Two of those “leads”, Miriam Jones and Wendell Hilligoss,
put me on the trail to find out more about Davis Park itself.

Recently, Miriam Jones approached me about Lee Davis. As many longtime
members may know, he was the man who owned and lived on the property
before the church took ownership. Leonard “Lee” Davis was born December
17, 1877 in Illinois to Al & Nettie Davis. He was one of four children. Miriam
provided information and documents that help paint a better picture of who
Mr. Davis was. According to Miss Jones, “(Davis) lived a reclusive life on the
property we now own. He lived in a little house with a potbellied stove he used
for heating and cooking.”. Mr. Davis never had children, and after the death of
his sister, Lillian, he was the last heir to the property. Having no one to pass
the property on to in the event of his death, he began searching for alterna-
tives.

Across the road from Mr. Davis lived Hank & Lois Ewing who had befriended
Mr. Davis, and they helped look after him in his later years by helping him with
things like grocery shopping. In conversations with Mrs. Ewing, Miriam
learned that Mr. Davis decided to donate his property to the Ewing’s church;
Anderson First United Methodist. According to Mrs. Ewing, at least one other
area church had been “courting” Mr. Davis. It seems that he wasn’t interest-
ed in being “courted”. Instead, he seems to have been more interested in giv-
ing back to friends, and repaying kindnesses. In 1954, Mr. Davis signed over
the 80 acres to the church, and the rest is history. According to the deed, it
was effective immediately. I can only assume that he continued living on the
property until his death in 1957, but of that I'm not certain.

A few months ago, Wendell Hilligoss gave me a manila envelope full of
treasure! My favorite item was another smaller envelope with black and white
photos from the early 1960’s; many of them taken at Davis Park. I must
make a point to thank Wendell for his impeccable labeling of his photos. That
really helped me out in my detective work! The photos I'm referring to are
from the First Methodist Men’s Club Spring Round-Up. They showed families
playing games, sharing a meal, and having fellowship. I'm sure that many in
our congregation could look at those images and recognize the people and
have more stories to tell. So far, what I've found the most rewarding is show-
ing or telling people things I've learned and seeing them light up. I like to hear
about all the memories and names from the past, and all of the things our
church once did.
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