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THE VOICE 
A Newsletter of First United Methodist 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

200TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Anderson First United Methodist Church 

You can help make this day special with your presence! 
Sunday, Sept. 13, 2026 

 
WORSHIP 

    Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Downtown Sanctuary 
        Bishop Tracy S. Malone is sending a congratulatory 

 video and a certificate a certificate 
Guest Pastors will preach and lead an enlivened service  

Remodeled Gymnasium will be Dedicated 
Sanctuary Choir and Brass will lead with inspirational music 

 
CELEBRATION CONTINUES AFTER WORSHIP 

Catered meal in Fellowship Hall (basement) 
 

Open Houses in: 
Basement: New Children’s Ministry Classrooms, Community Meals  

Food Pantry 
1st Floor: Historical Display in Library, Reception Table for Scavenger Hunt 

2nd Floor: Gymnasium, New Student Ministry Rooms 
 

Get your card stamped at each room, return a full card to Reception Table 
and receive your church logo T-shirt! 

 
“Telling Our Story” – Displays throughout the building of your memories – 

past & present - from church members and friends 
New 200th Anniversary Logo has been created 

New Lanyards and Logo cards for Security, Ushers and Greeters 
500 “Save the Date” postcards mailed  

Endowment Gift opportunity available – a gift that blessings in the future!  
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Adult Ministries   
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE for August 2026 
August 2  HOLY COMMUNION 
   A New Chapter Begins 
   Deuteronomy 31:1-8; Joshua 1:9 (NLT) 
    9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship at Davis Park 
     Back to School Blessing  
     Music: Freeman Moulter Bell Trio 

Sound Tech: Richard Cassiday  
Visual Tech: Matt Stout 

10:45 a.m. Downtown Worship in North/South Parlor 
     Music: Sue Finger 
August 9  11TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
   Beautiful Feet 
   Romans 10:5-15 (NLT) 
    9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship at Davis Park 
     Music: Arrows of the Almighty 

Sound Tech: Jim Hudson 
Visual Tech: Matt Stout 

10:45 a.m. Downtown Worship in North/South Parlor 
     Music: Michele Murray 
August 16  12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
   Nobody Going Nowhere 
   Psalm 139:1-18 
    9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship at Davis Park 
     Music: Erin Stout & Michele Murray 

Sound Tech: Mark Murray 
Visual Tech: Matt Stout 

10:45 a.m. Downtown Worship in Nouth/South Parlor 
     Music: Michele Murray 
August 23  13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   
       9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship at Davis Park 
  Rev. Dr. Brian White preaching 
 Who Do You Say Jesus Is? 
 Romans 12:1-8: Matthew 16:13-20 (NRSV) 

Description: In talking with his disciples, Jesus challenges  
them to describe who he is not as others might  but from 
their personal experience of him. That’s still a challenge for 
us today.  

 Music: Trombone Choir  
 Sound Tech: Richard Cassiday 
                                      Visual Tech: Matt Stout 

   10:45 a.m. Downtown Worship in North/SouthParlor 
 Rev. Corinne Boruff preaching 
 Grace Relations 
 Acts 10:34-48 
  Music: Sue Finger 

August 30  14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
   Dare To DV8 
   Romans 12:1-8 (MSG)    
    9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship at Davis Park 
     Music: The Miller Family 

Sound Tech: Jim Hudson 
Visual Tech: Matt Stout 

10:45 a.m. Downtown Worship in North/South Parlor 
     Music: Michele Murray 
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Music Ministry 
 

Music, music, music!!  

 

The time is almost here!!  The Kick-off for Sanctuary Choir will take place 

on Wednesday, September 2 at 6:00 p.m. at Davis Park.  

 

 Have you been thinking about singing with the choir?  Do you know some-

one who should think about it?  Would you like to “give it a try” to see if it 

is for you? 

 

The kick-off will be a pitch-in supper followed by rehearsal.  Then, the choir 

rehearses from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. each Wednesday evening at the 

church. 

 

We’d love to see you—come join us!! 
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Outreach Ministries 
 

OUTREACH NEWS  
 

Outreach has much to be thankful for. We received a donation from New 
Horizons United Methodist Church. We are grateful and blessed by their 
faithful remembrance and participation in our ministry. It will be put to 
good use toward Utility Assistance needs.  

We have completed the Helping Hands room transition. As we believe that 
the building and all that we have is to glorify God, we were excited to es-
sentially trade rooms for the second-floor Family Ministries room. This ena-
bles Family Ministries to have all their needs for expansion on the same 
floor. This will promote good communication, connectivity and potentially 
safety.  

Again, we would like to thank each member of the body who prays, partici-
pates or in any way donates to the completion of the ministries of the 
church.  

Sincerely, Susan  

 

HELPING HANDS NON-FOOD PANTRY 
 

 
PLEASE BRING ANY DONATED ITEMS TO THE OFFICE RATHER THAN 

USING THE BINS. 
 
Thanks to our congregation's donations we were able to serve 70 women 
and 37 men on July 10 for our Helping Hands Pantry.  We gave each person 
two rolls of toilet paper, a box of Kleenex, dishwashing liquid, a dish  
scrubby, deodorant, sunscreen, individual wipes, and a cleaning or laundry 
product of their choosing.  
 
In August, we will be giving each person toilet paper, body wash, body 
scrubber, body lotion, nail clippers, two razors, sunscreen, band aids, and 
another cleaning product or laundry detergent.  Thanks to our faithful con-
gregation, we are able to serve many individuals in our community.  The 
majority of our clients are those who are here for emergency utility assis-
tance or are our frequent visitors. 
 
We appreciate you and your faithful giving! 
 

Blessings — Karen Ambler and Juanita Slattery 
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J.O.Y. LUNCH 
AUGUST 21 

David Cagley will share about the Gruenewald Historic House, a gem of 
history in Anderson and Madison County. Join us for this month’s J.O.Y. 

Lunch on August 21 at 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Make your reservation by 
Wednesday August 19 by notifying the church office, 765-643-6977.  

Cost of the meal is $12 per person and is paid upon arrival. 
 All are welcome! 

 
 

LAY LEADERSHIP 
In preparation for our Fall 2026 Charge Conference, your Nominating 
Committee (also known as Lay Leadership Committee) will be praying 
about, contacting and inviting members to serve God by serving on a 

leadership team or committee. If there is a specific ministry you feel God 
is nudging you into, contact Pastor Corinne Boruff (Chr. of the Nominating 

Committee). at corinne@andersonfirst.org or 317-902-1843.  
Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 
 

YOUR ENDOWMENT AT WORK! 
 

ROOF REPLACEMENT 
Coming in September the roof over the sanctuary will be replaced. 

REMODELED GYMNASIUM 
With $84,000 in grant gifts, and interest from your endowment, 
the gym on the 2nd floor has received a complete make-over: 

Windows sealed and replaced 
Lighting enhanced 

Ceiling fans installed 
Walls repaired and painted 
Basketball hoops repaired 

Athletic carpet installed with 
markings for Pickle Ball and Basketball 
Rental agreements are now available! 

 
 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR STUDENTS 
Dear God, 

As we send our children, youth and young adults back to  
school, we pray for your protection and guidance.  

Keep them safe from harm, both physically and emotionally.  
Help them to find friends who will support and encourage them. 

Give them wisdom as they face challenging situations. 
And especially help them to always remember  

that you are with them and care about them no matter what. 
 
 
 
 

Church News 

mailto:corinne@andersonfirst.org
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TABLE GRACE GROUPS 
 

 Building Faith, Friendship & Fellowship—One Meal at a Time 
 

Church members and friends of 6-8 people gather in one another’s homes 
or the church for a casual dinner each month beginning in September 2026. 

 
HOW IT WORKS 

• Complete the form of participation– paper or on website 
• You will be matched into a group of 6-8 people 
• The host and location will rotate among your group of 6-8 
• Host will provide the main dish of the meal and drinks 
• Host will invite other to bring dishes to complete the meal  
                            (salad, side dish, dessert) 
• Host sets date and time 
• Monthly rotation of host homes (Church rooms can be used for the meal.  

Schedule through the church office.) 
 

Share a Meal—meet, eat, laugh, pray—and repeat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GASLIGHT FESTIVAL 

Saturday, August 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Volunteer to sit at the church’s booth with Ally Hall! 
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GASLIGHT FESTIVAL 
 
Join us at the Anderson Gaslight Festival on August 22nd, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. for a day filled with fun, community spirit, and exciting oppor-
tunities! We’re seeking enthusiastic volunteers to serve at the Anderson 
First UMC booth. This is your chance to engage with the community and 
spread the word about Anderson First’s 200th anniversary celebration on 
Return Sunday. Be part of this historic event and help us make it unforget-
table! Contact Ally Hall to sign up and make a difference in our community. 
See you at the festival!  
 
 

FIRST KIDS WATER NIGHT 
Splish, Splash, Anderson First Kids Club is back! 
 
Summer might be over, but the fun is just getting started at First Kids 
Club. 
 
Join us at Davis Park on Wednesday, September 2nd, from 5:30 p.m.-8:30 
p.m. for the First Kids Water Night! Come in your swimsuit and bring sun-
screen and a towel. We will have toys, water balloons, and a whole lot of 
water-themed fun. Families can bring food for a pitch-in in the Lodge, and 
then we will head outside for some water theme fun. We can't wait to soak 
up the last little bit of summer sun with you!  
 
 
SAVE THE DATE!  
 
PROMOTION SUNDAY: September 13th @ 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. for all 
Kids and Students 
FIRST KIDS CLUB: September 9th @ 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. for Kids ages 3 
through 5th Grade  
AFS MIDWEEK: September 9th @ 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. for Students grade 
6th-12th  
YA GATHERING: September 20th @ 11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m. for Young 
Adults  
YOUTH GROUP: September 27th @ 11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m. for Students in 
grades 6th-12th 
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Family Ministries 

 
 
 

 

 

AMAZON WISHLIST 
Have you heard the big news?! Our Family Ministry is growing, and as a 
result, we are opening up TWO new classrooms over the summer. We are 
preparing to open a new Preschool classroom downstairs and a breakout 
room for our High School Students upstairs. Head over to our Amazon 
Wishlist to help us prepare the new spaces!  
 
Just a few clicks can provide essential supplies to our kids, students, and 
young adults.  Items start at $5, and every contribution, big or small, 
makes a huge impact.  Click on the link provided, order supplies, and bring 
them to Ally’s office at Anderson First UMC.  Than you so much for your 
generosity and for supporting our Family Ministry! 
 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1DUMP4FBIZOSW?
ref_=wl_share 
 
BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 
The new school year is just around the corner, which means it’s 
time for our Back-to-School Blessing ceremony! 
 
We are incredibly thankful for our children, students, and educators, and we 
understand how both exciting and nerve-wracking a new school year can 
be. We would love to take a moment to celebrate them, offer our prayers, 
and provide a small token for them to carry throughout the school year.  
 
Join us at Davis Park for worship on August 2nd at 9:00 a.m. and bring 
your school bag to the service.  We can’t wait to see you there and kick off 
the school year the right way! 
 
AFS TUBING TRIP (Take Two 2) 
Let’s try this again!  You’re invited to a River Tubing Adventure! 
 
Rising 6th Graders and up are invited to join us for an exciting afternoon of 
river tubing with friends!  Prepare for a splash of fun and relaxation as we 
float down the river. 
 
When:  August 9th 
Time: 12:30 p.m.-300 p.m. (trip leaves at 1:00  p.m.) 
Where: Canoe Country, Daleville, IN 
Cost: $15 per person 
 
Whether you’re seeking thrills or just want to unwind in the great outdoors, 
this is the perfect opportunity for some summer fun.  Please let Ally know 
by July 31st if you ‘ll be joining us to ensure we have enough tubes for 
everyone! 
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Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

Philippians 
September 14 – November 16, 2026 

 Monday 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
 Led by Pastor Brian White 

 
 

  
 
Sept. 14 .......... Introduction to Philippians 
Sept. 21 .......... 1. Paul’s Reason for Thanks (Phil. 1:1-11) 
Sept. 28 .......... 2. Full of Hope (Phil 1:12-26) 
Oct. 5 .............. 3. Unity in Christ (Phil. 1:27-2:4) 
Oct. 12 ............ No Class Meeting. 
Oct. 19 ............ 4. The Mind of the Messiah (Phil. 2:5-18) 
Oct. 26 ............ 5. Timothy and Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:19-30) 
Nov. 2 ............. 6. The Worth of the King (Phil. 3:1-16) 
Nov. 9 ............. 7. Citizens of Heaven (Phil. 3:17-4:9) 
Nov. 16 ........... 8. Contentment in All Circumstances (Phil. 4:10-23) 
 
Books will be available at the church and cost $10.   
The study book for this class will be: 
N.T. Wright, Sandy Larsen, Dale Larsen.  Bible for Everyone Bible Study 
Guides – Philippians. 
Downers Grove, IL, InterVarsity Press (2011). 

 

 
 

 

 

Things don't always go the way we intend. It's 
easy to feel discouraged because what we 
hope for is badly thwarted, or because people 
make life difficult. Paul, writing to the Philippi-
ans from prison, certainly knew what it was 
like to have plans interrupted. But he main-
tains robust confidence in God's overruling 
power, even when everything seems to be go-
ing wrong. These eight studies will help us 
learn from Paul the art of seeing God's purpos-
es working out through problems and difficul-
ties, and will deepen our own confidence in 
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 The Council of Bishops has planned a global Leadership Gathering—
 the first of its kind—designed to bring bishops, clergy, laity, 

 young adults, theologians, and church leaders together to prayerfully 
discern the future of The United Methodist Church. The gathering, 

 which will take place October 20-24, 2026, in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
boasts the theme “Emboldened by the Spirit: Imagining a Church Yet to 
Be.”  Unlike legislative sessions, the Gathering focuses on non-legislative 

discernment, collaborative leadership, and strategic visioning ahead  
of the 2028 General Conference. 

 
The Indiana Conference will be represented by Bishop Tracy S. Malone, 

along with Rev. Justin Cason, Ashlee Vitz, and Sierra Simmons. Watch the 
video to get to know these participants and join the webinar at: 

 https://mailchi.mp/inumc.org/celebration-of-the-assignment-for-
bishop-tracy-s-malone-4892323 

 
YOU ARE INVITED to participate in a webinar on September 16 at 7:00 
p.m. as we gather the hopes and dreams of Indiana United Methodists to 

share as part of the Leadership Gathering. 
 

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF ALL FAMILIES 
Indiana Annual Conference created a FAQ resource, which draws on the 

official Annual Conference record, the text of the adopted statement, and 
the United Methodist Social Principles. Check it out here: 

 https://mcusercontent.com/4e0c6658ba331eb962acedf73/
files/941d8980-fae5-735e-d877-44084f4bf9d5/

PDF_FAQ__Statement_in_Support_of_All_Families.pdf 
OR 

copies are available in the church office for you to pick up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 17, 2026 
9:30 AM - 4:30 PM (ET) 

Avon United Methodist Church 
6850 E US Hwy 36 

Avon, Indiana 
On October 17, 2026, Bishop Tracy S. Malone will host an event  

at Avon UMC just for laity – YOU!  
This event will have worship, food, and a time of structured discernment, 
prayer, and conversation between Bishop Malone and laity. Registration is 

required, but there is no cost for attending this event. Lunch and an 
optional dinner together are also free. 
There is no cost to attend this event. 

Registration is required by October 1, 2026 11:59 p.m. 
Link to register: https://inumc.swoogo.com/laityday 
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Monthly Devotion 
By Steve Anderson 

 
 
 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will cancel you 

with my loving eye on you.” Psalm 32:8 
 

August represents a bridge, affording us the opportunity to transition from 
summer to autumn. The month is also a time for spiritual reset preparing us 
for new beginnings and the introduction of the eternal cycles of the seasons. 

 
By the time we have reached the other end of the bridge, we have packed 

away the physical and spiritual positives of the summer. The positive aspects 
might include how to swim or water ski.  

 
Spiritually you might have grown more in mind, body and spirit at a camp, 
such as camp at Epworth Forest.  The summer experiences and challenges 
help us gain confidence in coping with new beginnings. Summer has given  

us strength to face the good the bad and ugly that is so part of life. 
 

 Psalm 32:8 assures us that God is with us as we move forward. 
 
 
 
 

Historian’s Note 
By Matt McClintick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

There are a few pictures frames that need to be completely redone before 
they can be put on display in the Library in September. If you are interested 
in "adopting" an item and being responsible for having a new frame and/or 

matte installed, please contact Matt McClintick  

at memcclintick@gmail.com or (765) 620-7070.  

Thank you in advance for your help! 

mailto:memcclintick@gmail.com

