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THE VOICE 
A Newsletter of First United Methodist 

CELEBRATING 
200 YEARS OF MAKING 

DISCIPLES FOR JESUS CHRIST 
Sunday, September 13 

Our bicentennial anniversary is not just a mark of time but a testimony 
 to the power of the Holy Spirit. Christ now leads us into a bright tomorrow 

as a community that lives our faith, nurtures families and serves our  
communities. 

 
PRE-WORSHIP 

9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
Displays of your memories displayed in the Narthex 

Refreshments available 
WORSHIP  
10:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary Choir & Brass 
Video greeting from Bishop Tracey Malone 

Guest Pastors: Rev. Dr. Kimberly King, Rev. Donna Goings 
Jim Ault: Endowment: Investing in Our Future 
Tim Kline: Dedication of Renewed Gymnasium 

Sue Finger: Empowered by Memories 
CATERED LUNCH 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY 

1:30 p.m. in Gymnasium 
OPEN HOUSES 

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. on 1st Floor, 2nd Floor & Basement 
BOUNCE HOUSES 

1:00 p.m. -3 p.m. in Parking Lot 
"This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it." 
 (Psalm 118:24) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRAND OPENING OF THE GYMNASIUM 
September 13 at 1:30 p.m.  

Located on the 2nd floor 
that celebrates our past and embraces our future! 

A dedication will take place during the 10:00 a.m. service, September 13. 
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CHURCH LOGO T-SHIRTS 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone who completes an Open Houe Card 
 at the 200th Anniversary Celebration, and returns it will receive  

a free church logo t-shirt. Let us where our logo with the joy  
that 200-years-past and 200 years-to-come brings. 

 
 
 
 

KEEP THE FIRE BURNING FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE! 
Make a gift now or as a part of our estate to the AFUMC Endowment.  

Your gift guarantees that the future of this church will continue to shine 
brightly! 

 
Recently your Endowment made possible these improvements: 

 
ROOF REPLACEMENT 

The roof over the sanctuary is currently being replaced. 
 

REMODELED GYMNASIUM 
With $84,000 in grant gifts, and interest from your endowment, 
the gym on the 2nd floor has received a complete make-over: 

Windows sealed and replaced 
Lighting enhanced 

Ceiling fans installed 
Walls repaired and painted 
Basketball hoops repaired 

Athletic carpet installed with 
markings for Pickle Ball and Basketball 
Rental agreements are now available! 
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Music Ministry 
 

CHOIR KICK-OFF  
Sanctuary Choir is about to start and YOU are invited!  

The Sanctuary Choir will have our Kick Off on Wednesday, September 2  
beginning at 6:00 p.m. at Davis Park.  This is a pitch-in meal with 

 burgers,  hotdogs and table service provided.  
 

Do you enjoy singing the hymns? Did you sing in a choir when you were 
younger?  Well, come join us!  We don't sing every Sunday so it's easy to 

do other things.  
 

Come and give it a try. We'd love to see you!  
Sue 

 
 
 

THANK YOU  
Thank you to all who contributed to our weeklong musical activities.  We 
are grateful for the meals and snacks provided - and the kids LOVED the 

ice cream sandwiches! Mostly we are thankful for your prayers and  
support in this endeavor. We had a great time and are grateful for  

your support!  
Sue, Erin, Rachel, and Ally  

 
 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
A calendar "note".....Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, 

 December 6.  I know some of you want to know the date now, others 
wonder why it can't be held later. I have many schedules to work around - 
members of the choir, members of the Orchestra, AU students and so on. 
Finally, I settled on December 6 because that is the date that worked for 

the majority of the musicians.  
Sue 

 
 

THANK YOU  
Thanks to all of you who came to our 50th anniversary party or who 

 shared words of congratulations with us because you couldn't attend.  
We are grateful for your presence, cards, a few gifts (even though you  
weren't supposed to do that). We truly felt it was a celebration and you 

 all contributed to that. Thank you for being our friends and family!  
With love, 

Sue and Mark 
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Outreach Ministries 

 
OUTREACH NEWS 

Greetings from Outreach. Just as the seasons change, we are changing in 
Outreach ministries as well. Buddy Bags  returned to Anderson elementary 
after the summer hiatus. A huge "Thank You" to all who serve to improve 
food insecurity for the Anderson Elementary School students. Helping 
Hands Non-Food Pantry is being overseen by Karen Ambler and the sup-
portive volunteer team. Their hours have been adjusted to coincide with the 
Emergency Assistance hours, which continues to be the second Wednesday 
of the month 9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. The Grille transitions inside to Commu-
nity Cafe (hot meals) alternating with Food at First (donuts, beverages and 
take-home cracker/protein bag) every other Sunday. Our Main Course-Main 
Cut ministry is run by Adrian Carter. It was his idea to provide quality hair-
cuts to our downtown community. We are so thankful that he joined our 
ministries of service. Thank you for your donations that support these im-
portant ministries which so assist our community in helping people live a bit 
more comfortably and increasing their quality of life. 2 Corinthians 9:7 
"Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver". These min-
istries only continue due to your generous gifts, participation, and prayers. 
Thank you all for your obedient, caring hearts.    

 
Sincerely, Susan  

HELPING HANDS NON-FOOD PANTRY 
 
PLEASE BRING ANY DONATED ITEMS TO THE OFFICE RATHER THAN 

USING THE BINS. 
 
Thank you to all of you for supporting our Helping Hands Pantry.  We were 
able to serve 67 women and 36 men on Wednesday, August 12.  Each 
guest received two rolls of toilet paper, body wash and a scrubby, body lo-
tion, a small tube of sunscreen, two razors, band aids, nail clippers and a 
cleaning/household product or laundry detergent.  The guests appreciate 
our monthly supplies.  At various times we have had requests for laundry 
detergent, toilet bowl cleaner, all purpose cleaners, and sanitizing wipes so 
we were able to give our guests a choice of one of those items this month. 
 
On Wednesday, September 9, we plan to give each guest toilet paper, 
shampoo and conditioner, toothpaste and a toothbrush, dental floss, and a 
bar of soap.  Several of the new items we have been giving have been sug-
gestions from our guests; we are grateful we are able to give them items 
they need.   
 
We appreciate all of our congregation and friends who are supporting this 
project.  We had a youth member use their own money to buy some sup-
plies this month.  Thank you to each of you! 
 

Blessings — Karen Ambler and Juanita Slattery 
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Share your memories of events, people and times at 
Anderson First United Methodist Church 

from our past – long-ago or recent. 
Bring your items, photos and artifacts for  

display tables throughout the Narthex and hallways.  
Items may be left prior to Sunday, September 13 in the church office.  

Be sure your NAME and PHONE number are on everything that you  
bring to display. 

You are the reason we are the church we celebrate! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BULLETIN BOARDS 

Looking for a way to contribute to the 200th celebration? 
Decorate the two bulletin boards in the main stairways 

off the Narthex (lobby).  
Contact Pastor Corinne or the church office to volunteer! 
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Adult Ministries   
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE for September 2026 
 

September 6  LABOR DAY SUNDAY & COMMUNION 
   Last Sunday of Summer Schedule 
   Working for Love 
   Mark 7:24-30 (NLT) 
    9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship at Davis Park 
     Music: Mark & Michele Murray 

Sound Tech: Richard Cassiday 
     Visual Tech: Matt Stout 

10:45 a.m. Downtown Worship in N.S. Parlor 
     Music: Mark & Michele Murray  

 
September 13  200th ANNIVERSARY  
    One Worship Service, Downtown @ 10:00 a.m. 
    Guest Preacher: Rev. Donna Goings 
    VIP: Rev. Dr. Kimberly King 
    Bishop Tracey Malone – video greeting 
 Music: Sanctuary Choir & Brass 
 Sound Tech: Jim Hudson 
 Visual Tech: Matt Stout 
 CELEBRATION CONTINUES! 
 Catered Meal follows the service 
 Open Houses, gifts, bounce houses, ribbon cutting ceremony 
 and more! 
 
September 20  17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
    Rev. Dr. Brian White preaching  

Exodus 16:2-15; Matthew 20:1-16 (NRSV) 
What’s Fair Got to Do with It?  
Description: Jesus tells a parable that seems to con-
flict with our understanding of fairness.  Could it be 
that compassion is sometimes a more important 
concept than fairness? 

Music: Sanctuary Choir 
Sound Tech: Mark Murray 
Visual Tech: Matt Stout  
 
STEWARDSHIP 2026 

The 2026 Stewardship series is entitled “IN Christ” which is based on 2 
Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is IN Christ, the new creation has come: The 
old has gone, the new is here!“ We will focus on the "INward" journey of 

personal faith and the "INternal" work of the Holy Spirit.  We will emphasize 
an “INtimate” relationship with God through  

Jesus Christ. 
September 27   STEWARDSHIP KICK-OFF 

INvest in Hope 
    Focus: Outreach 
    Ephesians 1:3-14; Ephesians 2:10  
 Music: Wesley Chorale 
 Sound Tech: Richard Cassiday 
 Visual Tech: Matt Stout   
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Dress in your favorite costume and get ready for an afternoon filled with fall
-themed excitement! We have plenty of opportunities for volunteers 
to participate and make this community event a success.  
 
Visit our website for more details and click the link below to sign up as a 
volunteer today!   
 
For additional information about the event, feel free to contact Anderson 
First’s Director of Family Ministries, Ally Hall at ally@andersonfirst.org. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4FA8AA2AA0FBC52-65090149-
2026   
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4FA8AA2AA0FBC52-65090149-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4FA8AA2AA0FBC52-65090149-2026
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YA GATHERING 
Our first YA Gathering this fall is on September 20th!   
 
We are so excited to offer you a community to belong to and walk with as 
you discover who you want to be in this exciting season of life. We meet at 
11:15 following our Traditional worship service. We would love for you to 
worship with us at 10am or you can just join us for the Young Adults gath-
ering. Free Food is provided at every gathering, and it will be a time for 
community, conversations, games, and lots of fun!   
 
Event or want more information on the Young Adult group. 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP 
Anderson First Students is meeting on September 27th for youth group. 
AFS is for people in 6th-12th grade to find a place to learn, serve, and 
have fun together. We currently worship and serve together on Sundays  
at 10:00 a.m., and on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month from 11:15 
a.m.-1:15 p.m. we gather in the Youth room. During our time together, we 
play games and use Nua curriculum to lead discussions about the Bible and 
how it applies to our lives.  
 
If you’ve got any questions about the Student Ministry, feel free to reach 
out to Ally Hall, our Director of Family Ministries.  Also, make sure to follow 
us on social media so you don’t miss any updates or events!  We can’t wait 
to see you all there! 
 
 
GAME NIGHT 
Join us at First Kids Club for our first Game Night of the school 
year!    
 
We’re thrilled to invite all kids ages 3 to 12 to our Game Night on 
Wednesday, September 30th, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   
 
This event promises to be packed with games, snacks, and a whole lot of 
fun.  We can’t wait to kick off this year with our awesome Anderson First 
Kids! 
 
 
FALL-A-PALOOZA 
Bring the ENTIRE FAMILY FOR Anderson First’s Fall-a-palooza at Davis 
Park! 
 
This exciting event is happening on October 17th from 12:00 p.m. to 
2:00 p.m. 
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J.O.Y. LUNCH 
September 18 

Join us for this month’s J.O.Y. Lunch on September 18 at 11:30 a.m.-
1:00 p.m.to hear our presenter John L. Beeman, Madison County Sheriff. 
Make your reservation by Wed. Sept. 16 by notifying the church office, 

765-643-6977. 
Cost of the meal is $12 per person and is paid upon arrival.  

All are welcome! 
 
 

DAVIS PARK IS BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 
Thank you to Dick Falkenberry for coordinating all that is required for the 
YMCA, Liberty Christian and Hispanic Leagues to practice and compete on 

the Davis Park fields.  
 

Thank you to all those involved – mowing the fields, parking cars, clean-
ing restrooms, offering devotions and so much more! This is an amazing 

witness to the open arms of Christ to all! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 2026 
The 2026 Stewardship series is entitled “IN Christ” which is based on 2 

Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is IN Christ, the new creation has come: The 
old has gone, the new is here!“ We will focus on the "INward" journey of 
personal faith and the "INternal" work of the Holy Spirit.  We will empha-

size an “INtimate” relationship with God through  
Jesus Christ. 

 
 

ESTIMATE OF GIVING FOR 2026  
You are a generous and faithful congregation, and for that we say, 

“THANK YOU!” The 2026 opportunity to share your estimate of giving for 
2027 will be September 27 – October 18. We ask that you prayerfully 
consider what difference being “in Christ” makes in your life, and how 

God is calling you to show your gratitude.  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

 
 
 

Church News 
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Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

Philippians 
September 14 – November 16, 2026 
 Monday 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 Led by Pastor Brian White 
 

 

  
 
Sept. 14 .......... Introduction to Philippians 
Sept. 21 .......... 1. Paul’s Reason for Thanks (Phil. 1:1-11) 
Sept. 28 .......... 2. Full of Hope (Phil 1:12-26) 
Oct. 5 ............. 3. Unity in Christ (Phil. 1:27-2:4) 
Oct. 12 ............ No Class Meeting. 
Oct. 19 ............ 4. The Mind of the Messiah (Phil. 2:5-18) 
Oct. 26 ............ 5. Timothy and Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:19-30) 
Nov. 2 ............. 6. The Worth of the King (Phil. 3:1-16) 
Nov. 9 ............. 7. Citizens of Heaven (Phil. 3:17-4:9) 
Nov. 16 ........... 8. Contentment in All Circumstances (Phil. 4:10-23) 
 
Books will be available at the church and cost $10.   
The study book for this class will be: 
N.T. Wright, Sandy Larsen, Dale Larsen.  Bible for Everyone Bible Study 
Guides – Philippians. 
Downers Grove, IL, InterVarsity Press (2011). 

 

 
 

 

 

Things don't always go the way we intend. It's 
easy to feel discouraged because what we 
hope for is badly thwarted, or because people 
make life difficult. Paul, writing to the Philippi-
ans from prison, certainly knew what it was 
like to have plans interrupted. But he main-
tains robust confidence in God's overruling 
power, even when everything seems to be go-
ing wrong. These eight studies will help us 
learn from Paul the art of seeing God's purpos-
es working out through problems and difficul-
ties, and will deepen our own confidence in 
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AFS MIDWEEK 
Join us every Wednesday evening for AFS Midweek! We’ll gather in the 
youth room to tackle homework, enjoy games, and foster community. Stu-
dents involved in the Music Ministry can attend their scheduled rehearsal 
times. We look forward to hanging out with you and all our amazing stu-
dents!   
 
 
FIRST KIDS CLUB 
First Kids Club is BACK on September 9th! 
 
At First Kids Club, we gather in the Older Kids classroom, and we are kick-
ing off a new curriculum called Camp Firelight. Our leaders will guide kids  
in preschool- 5th Grade in interactive games, crafts, and thoughtful discus-
sions around 5 Firelight facts. Additionally, we host Game Nights or Movie 
Nights once a month. We can’t wait to welcome you and your family on 
Wednesday nights from 6 to 8 PM!  
 
 
CANDY DONATION 
Fall-a-palooza Candy Donations Needed! 
 
We invite you to contribute individually wrapped, non-chocolate candies or 
small toys for Anderson First's Fall-a-palooza! You can drop off your dona-
tions in the designated buckets or in Ally Hall's office by October 11th. Here 
are some ideas for what you can donate:  
 
Skittles     Lifesaver Gummies     Bouncy Balls   
Tattoos     Sour Patch Kids      Pencils 
Stickers     Twizzlers                      Slime   
Swedish Fish    Starbursts                    Suckers 
Nerds      Small erasers                Fidget toys 
Laffy Taffy     Gummy Bears               3d Printed toys 
Tootsie Rolls     Fruit Snacks                  Bubble Gum 
 
 
FIRST KIDS CHOIR 
Do- Re-Mi-Fa-So-La-Ti- Do.... you know that the Kids Choir is BACK 
on September 20th!? 
 
Everyone from 3 years old to 6th grade is invited to join our Kids Choir!    
 
Choir Details: 
WHEN: Sunday mornings, 9:25 a.m.— 9:55 a.m. 
WHERE:  Upstairs Choir Room 
 
Come for a fun time with singing, musical games, and worship.  We’ll have 
several performances throughout the year.  If you kiddo is excited to join, 
just swing by the Kids check-in on Sunday mornings.  We’ll take them to 
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Family Ministries 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  
FIRST KIDS WATER NIGHT 
Splish, Splash, Anderson First Kids Club is back! 
 
Summer might be over, but the fun is just getting started at First Kids Club. 
 
Join us at Davis Park on Wednesday, September 2nd, from 5:30 p.m.-8:30 
p.m. for the First Kids Water Night! Come in your swimsuit and bring 
sunscreen and a towel. We will have toys, water balloons, and a whole lot 
of water-themed fun. Families can bring food for a pitch-in in the Lodge, 
and then we will head outside for some water theme fun. We can't wait to 
soak up the last little bit of summer sun with you!  
 
 
 
PROMOTION SUNDAY  
Get ready because Return Sunday is almost here! Anderson First Kids will 
be back in full swing, and we want you to join us at the downtown 
Anderson location at 10 AM on September 13th. It's going to be an exciting 
day, especially since it is also Promotion Sunday! That means the kids and 
students will be moving up to new classes.  
 
Here’s the scoop on transitions: 
 
If your little one was in the Toddler room, has turned three, and is 
bathroom independent, they’ll be moving downstairs to the Preschool 
classroom in the Kids Ministry Hallway.  
 
Got a kiddo going into Kindergarten, 1st, or 2nd Grade? They'll be in the 
Younger Kids classroom in the Kids Ministry Hallway.  
 
All kids in 3rd-5th Grade will join our congregation for Family Worship on 
the first Sunday of every month and will gather in the Fireplace Room for 
First Kids fun every Sunday after that.   
 
And for those entering 6th Grade, welcome to the Student 
Ministry! They'll be joining us for worship on Sunday mornings, with Youth 
Group happening on the 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11:15am, and AFS 
Midweek every Wednesday from 6-8pm.  
 
We can’t wait to celebrate with you and your family on September 13th. 
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“FIRST OF ITS KIND”  
 YOU ARE INVITED  

 
  to participate in a webinar  

 
on September 16 at 7:00 p.m. as we gather the hopes and dreams of 

Indiana United Methodists sharing in this Leadership Gathering. Watch the 
video to get to know these participants and join the webinar at: https://
mailchi.mp/inumc.org/celebration-of-the-assignment-for-bishop-

tracy-s-malone-4892323 
 

The Council of Bishops has planned a global Leadership Gathering—the 
 first of its kind—designed to bring bishops, clergy, laity, young adults, 

theologians, and church leaders together to prayerfully discern the future 
 of The United Methodist Church. The gathering, which will take place 
October 20-24, 2026, in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, boasts the theme 

“Emboldened by the Spirit: Imagining a Church Yet to Be.” Unlike  
legislative sessions, the Gathering focuses on non-legislative  

discernment, collaborative leadership, and strategic visioning ahead  
of the 2028 General Conference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER 

October 17, 2026 
Registration is required by October 1 

9:30 AM - 4:30 PM (ET) 
Avon United Methodist Church 

6850 E US Hwy 36 
Avon, Indiana 

 
On October 17, 2026, Bishop Tracy S. Malone will host an event 

 at Avon UMC  
just for laity – YOU!  

This event will have worship, food, and a time of structured discernment, 
prayer, and conversation between Bishop Malone and laity. Registration  
is required, but there is no cost for attending this event. Lunch and an 

optional dinner together are also free. 
 

There is no cost to attend this event. 
 

Registration is required by October 1 
Link to register: https://inumc.swoogo.com/laityday 

 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/inumc.org/celebration-of-the-assignment-for-bishop-tracy-s-malone-4892323
https://mailchi.mp/inumc.org/celebration-of-the-assignment-for-bishop-tracy-s-malone-4892323
https://mailchi.mp/inumc.org/celebration-of-the-assignment-for-bishop-tracy-s-malone-4892323
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Monthly Devotion 
By Steve Anderson 

 
“There is nothing better for a person than to enjoy their work because that is 

their lot in life.” Ecclesiastes 3:22 
 

Labor Day this year is Monday September 7. It has been celebrated as a na-
tional holiday since 1894. This day is a pause in time to recognize the effort 

and sacrifices made by all of us past and present in making the United States 
the richest and most powerful nation in the world. An example of this would 

be the fact that if California was a separate nation it would be the fourth  
richest in the world. 

 
The 250th anniversary of our country marks the fact that past generations  
realized that very hard work was required to pursue happiness. Blisters on 
hands from cutting down a tree was part of the deal. That tree became part 

of a new home and dream fulfillment. 
 

We are still cutting down trees to build our pursuit of happiness homes. The 
memories of those trees have been preserved by naming the streets where 
they stood after them such as Mill Oak Drive or Maple Grove Way. Pride and 

joy in work comes from the knowledge of the involvement in something 
 larger than yourself. Acknowledgement of this fact has blessed the founding 

and continued work of this congregation for the past 200 years. Our 
 commitment to Living our Faith, Nurturing Families and Serving our 

 Community continues as we move forward. 
  

Mark Twain said that there are only two important days of your life. They  
are the day you were born and the day you found out why. 

A large percentage of our church family consists of those who found out 
 the “why”. They have consistently answered the question about their work 

by saying “I don’t consider what I do is work because I am having too 
much fun doing it”. 
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Historian’s Note 
By Matt McClintick 

 

Your help is needed to prepare for the 200th Anniversary historical display. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a few pictures frames that need to be completely redone before 
they can be put on display in the Library in September. If you are interest-
ed in "adopting" an item and being responsible for having a new frame and/

or matte installed, please contact Matt McClintick at 
meemcclintick@gmail.com or (765) 620-7070.  

 Thank you in advance for your help! 

 

 


