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GREETERS, USHERS AND YOU!
(also includes our security staff)

A reminder of how important these ministries are!
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

. Greeters and Ushers are ministers of hospitality.

N =

— . Greeters and Ushers have a very public ministry which profoundly af-
Visit us on the web at fects the quality of each worship experience.

andersonfirst.org and Both roles play a vital role in the long-term health of the church.
follow us on Facebook (Guests have the ability to detect lack of sincerity in the people they

(OV)

encounter. Newcomers decide in the first 5 minutes whether to return.)

4. Greeters and Ushers are expected to participate in worship.

5. Greeters and Ushers behavior before, during and after the service com-
municates information about the church to guests.

6. Good hospitality does not simply happen - it is prayed for, planned for,
organized, evaluated and celebrated.

7. Greeters and Ushers (and Security Staff) need to be identified clearly
by wearing a "Welcome” lanyard. These are available on Sunday morn-
ing and all should wear a lanyard throughout the morning.

8. Positive eye contact and a smile should greet each person new or re-

turning
9. Greeters and Ushers are not expected to know everyone. If a person is
not known to you, offer this simple introduction, "Welcome! My name is
. I'm not sure we have met before. Follow the introduction with
“Are you new to town,” or How did you hear about Anderson First
umMC?”

10. Introduce guests to other members of the congregation.

11. Direct persons with questions to the Welcome Center or a pastor.
Hand them one of Pastor Corinne’s business cards —- at the church
office window.

12. Greeters are the first members of the congregation that people meet
upon arrival at church. Ushers are the first representative of Christ for
a worship service.

LET JESUS CONNECT@FIRST
LIGHT by accepting Rev. Corinne Boruff’s invitation to
YOUR WAY LUNCH & ORIENTATION
on Saturday, October 3 at 11:00 a.m. in the North/South Parlor.
Have your questions answered, here about becoming a member,
Qs schedule your Sunday to join, and meet others.
; The entire family is encouraged to come.
Please make your reservation by the end of the day October 1
by emailing corinne@andersonfirst.org or texting 317-902-1843 or
calling the church office 765-643-6977.
Hope you will join me! Pastor Corinne
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Adult Ministries

WORSHIP SCHEDULE for October 2026

STEWARDSHIP 2026

The 2026 Stewardship series is entitled "IN Christ” which is based on 2
Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is IN Christ, the new creation has come: The
old has gone, the new is here!™ We will focus on the "INward" journey of
personal faith and the "INternal" work of the Holy Spirit. We will emphasize
an “INtimate” relationship with God through
Jesus Christ.

October 4 WORLD COMMUNION

STEWARDSHIP
INvite Possibilities
Focus: Family Ministries & Faith Development
John 15:1-27
Music: Arrows of the Almighty
Sound Tech: Jim Hudson
Visual Tech: Matt Stout

October 11 STEWARDSHIP
Rev. Dr. Brian White preaching
INspire Connection
Focus: Worship & Music Ministry
Philippians 4:1-9
Music: Wesley Bells
Sound Tech: Mark Murray
Visual Tech: Matt Stout

October 18 STEWARDSHIP CELEBRATION
INto Our Future
Focus: Celebrate Generosity
John 3:16-17;
Music: Sanctuary Choir
Sound Tech: Richard Cassiday
Visual Tech: Matt Stout

October 25 FAMILY MINISTRY SUNDAY

Sound Tech: Jim Hudson
Visual Tech: Matt Stout
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Music Ministry
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Saturday, November 14 @ 7:00 p.m.
Fall Creek Valley Band Christmas Concert
AFUMC Sanctuary

Sunday, November 22 @ 3:00 p.m.
Anderson Symphony Orchestra Concert— The Messiah
AFUMC Sanctuary

Sunday, December 6 Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m.
Lessons & Carols
Sanctuary

Sunday, December 13 @ 3:00 p.m.
Alpha Brass & Directors’ Jazz Orchestra Christmas Concert
AFUMC Sanctuary

Staying Connected

Want to make sure you are staying connected to your church family
while enjoying the warmer weather this winter season? Please let the
church office know of your temporary address and receive the monthly

VOICE and any additional correspondence while away.
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OUTREACH NEWS
Greetings from Outreach! We continue to serve with Buddy Bags providing
high protein snacks to Anderson Elementary students. Johanne thank you
and your large supportive team for each order, packing and delivery that
blesses our community students.

Helping Hands Non-Food Pantry receives praise from our monthly recipi-
ents. We thank Karen and her hardworking team who shop, pack and dis-
tribute cleaning, hygiene supplies, and paper goods. This occurs in tandem
with our monthly Utility Assistance program. I wish you could see the relief
on their faces and spoken gratitude for helping our recipients manage soar-

ing utility costs. The team faithfully appears monthly to silently and dili-

gently assist Dave and I to ensure they receive this much needed
assistance.

At this point, we've returned inside for both Food at First and Community

Cafe. Our guests were so very excited about the meal they unexpectedly

received from the 200" luncheon. The abundance of food was put to good

use for Community Cafe! God is so good. Psalm 145:9: "The Lord is good
to all; he has compassion on all he has made."

None of our ministries would continue without the silent work of volunteers,
financial support and heartfelt prayers of you, the body of Christ.
Sincerely, Susan

HELPING HANDS NON-FOOD PANTRY
PLEASE BRING ANY DONATED ITEMS TO THE OFFICE RATHER
THAN USING THE BINS.

Thanks to Juanita Slattery, our new Helping Hands Pantry looks
wonderful. When we were asked to move our room from the basement
to the second floor, we didn't have much time to reorganize. However,

Juanita was able to create a beautiful space for us by organizing

all of our supplies and donations as well as adding curtains to the windows
and mopping the floor! We are pleased many of you were able to visit our
space this past Sunday and learn more about our project.

At the September 9 Helping Hands Pantry, we were able to provide 74
women and 35 men with toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner, a new tooth-
brush, toothpaste, dental floss, a bar of soap, and laundry detergent or
a cleaning product of their choice.

We are planning to give our guests toilet paper, dishwashing liquid, a
scrubber, a men's or women's deodorant, liquid hand soap, and laundry
detergent or a cleaning product of their choice for our October 14 pantry.
We also plan to give each guest a box of Kleenex in November and a roll
of paper towels in December. We hope to give each man a sock cap and

each woman a pair of gloves as a special holiday gift in December. We

have started shopping when we see these items on sale.

Thank you for your generosity; we would not be able to continue this
project at this scale without you!
Blessings — Karen Ambler and Juanita Slattery
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J.0.Y. LUNCH
October 16
Join us for J.0.Y. Lunch on October 16 at 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
This month Deb Breeden will share her Uganda experience. Make your
reservation by Wednesday, October 14 by notifying the church office,
765-643-6977. Cost of the meal is $12 per person and is paid upon
arrival. All are welcome!

STEWARDSHIP CELEBRATION MEAL
Join us on Sunday, October 18
in fellowship hall immediately after the worship service
(11:15 a.m.) for a PITCH-IN MEAL
Bring your favorite dish and a dessert with you before worship.
Volunteers will assist in taking your food to fellowship hall.
We will be celebrating who we are and where we are going in 2027.
Make a REAL celebration by giving all that God is calling you go give!

FAMILY MINISTRY SUNDAY
Sunday, October 25
Your children, youth and families will share in leading the worship
Service as they demonstrate how they are growing and experiencing
God’s love. Show your support with your presence!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY
October 24, 2026

Make A Difference Day is a national celebration of neighbors helping
neighbors, uniting in a common mission to take action and solve prob-
lems in their community. Established in 1992, this national day of doing
good asks volunteers of all ages to work together for the common good.
This event is as a grassroots movement, powered by the passion of local
organizations and individuals who believe in making their communities
better. All across the country, people pick up the tools—whether a ham-

mer, a rake, a pen, or just a helping hand—to support their neighbors

and build a stronger, kinder world. Let us make a positive difference on

October 24™ and everyday!

PUZZLE PIECES
| DA \.\
/

XL
. L

Your Stewardship Letter includes a puzzle piece.
Please write your name on a piece and connect it to the puzzle on
the window between the sanctuary and narthex.
This represents that we are connected through Christ,
for Christ and in Christ.
Extra pieces are available at the Welcome Center so that
each piece has one name -

every individual is a part of the Body of Christ.
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NEXT

ENDOWMENT GIFTS
As Jim Ault, Lay Leader, shared at our celebration:
The faith of our fathers, gave financial gifts to create an endowment,
This fund sustain this church family for 200 years!
Your financial gift, regardless of amount,
donated to the endowment will
sustain this church family for another 200 years.
Will you be a part of the future?

200TH CELEBRATION INTO THE COMING YEAR
THANK YOU for being a significant part of our celebration so far!
Our initial celebration in worship, fellowship and sharing our memories and
spaces was on Sunday, September 13. Continue to be a part of this
celebration until Return Sunday, 2027!

JANUARY 2027
Memorial Booklet will be published and available
Make sure the church office has your contact information to
receive this keepsake.
MARCH 2027
Lent and Easter Traditions
Past and Present that prepare us to receive the
Resurrected Christ anew.
JUNE 2027
Celebrate the Blessings of Davis Park
as a second ministry site for
worship, outreach, weddings, fellowship and witness.
SEPTEMBER 2027
Return Sunday brings us together as a unified Body of Christ

Roll of Circuit Riders serving
The Methodist Congregation from 1828 to 1845:

1828.... Charles Bonner 1836.....Philip May & Lemuel Hancock
1829 _Asa Beck 1837.....FM.Richmond & Mark Bruffy
1830.... Charles Bonner & 1838.....D.F.Stright
William Evans 1839-1840.....).S. Donaldson
1831.___N. Fairchild 1841.....).W. Bradshaw
1832.__LN. Eisbag 1842.....Brinton Webster
I833._Ancl Beach & 1843.....B.H.Bradbury
Samuel Recves 1844..._John Leach &
1834._S W. Hunter 1845.....John R.Tanscy & lIsrael King

1835.__H. Grigss

9900

The State Legislature of 1838-1839 approved the incorporation of Andersontoun.
The Legislature of 1844-1845 approved the name change from Andersontoun to
Anderson.
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BIBLE PRESENTATION
On Family Ministry Sunday, October 25th, we will be presenting
Bibles to 3rd Graders!

This significant milestone in a child's life deserves a celebration with you
and your family. Families will be invited to participate in the presentation.
If you plan to attend worship that day and want your child to receive a
Bible, please contact Ally by October 18th. If you cannot make it to wor-
ship, we are still happy to reserve a Bible for you! Please reach out to Ally
Hall at ally@andersonfirst.org so we can ensure we have enough Bibles
prepared for the children.

FAMILY MINISTRY SUNDAY
Family Ministry Sunday is right around the corner!

We are thrilled to invite children and students to join our 10:00 a.m. wor-
ship service on October 25th. We're encouraging everyone—kids and adults
alike—to wear their not-so-scary Halloween costumes and take part in
leading worship. Our First Kids choir will be performing, as well as an op-
portunity for others to lead musical performances, scripture reading, pro-
vide the call to worship, and more!

Just a heads up, that we will not have any First Kids classes on that day as
we worship together in the Sanctuary. Childcare will still be provided for
kids under 4.

If your child or student is interested in participating in Family Ministry Sun-
day, please reach out to Ally Hall with their information and the areas they
would like to engage in during the worship service. We can’t wait to cele-
brate together!

HALLOWEEN PARTY
Join the AFS Youth Group Halloween Party!

Get ready for a frightfully fun time on October 25th at 11:15 a.m.! Our
Anderson First Students Halloween party will be a time for delicious
lunch, ghoulish games, and a ton of fun for everyone. The families

of our students are welcome to attend!

Come dressed in your favorite

FIRST KIDS MOVIE NIGHT
Lights, Camera...MOVIE NIGHT

Get excited for a Movie Night at Anderson First Kids on Wednes-

day, October 28th! We invite all kids to wear their coziest pajamas and
bring pillows and blankets for the ultimate viewing experience. Togeth-
er, we'll enjoy a movie and delicious snacks. We can’t wait to spend time
with you on Wednesday from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.in the Fireplace
Room!
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YOUTH GROUP

Anderson First Students is meeting on October 11th for youth
group.

AFS is for people in 6th-12th grade to find a place to learn, serve, and have
fun together. We currently worship and serve together on Sundays at 10,
and on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month from 11:15-1:15, we gather
in the Youth room. During our time together, we play games and use NUA
Curriculum to lead discussions about the Bible and how it applies tour lives.

If you've got any questions about the Student Ministry, feel free to reach
out to ally Hall, our director of family Ministries. We can’t wait to see you
all there!

AFS MIDWEEK

6th-12th Graders are invited to join us every Wednesday evening for AFS
Midweek! We'll gather in the youth room to tackle homework, enjoy games,
and foster community. Students involved in the Music Ministry can attend
their scheduled rehearsal times. We look forward to hanging out with you
and all our amazing students!

FIRST KIDS CLUB
First Kids Club is BACK!

At First Kids Club, we gather in the Older Kids classroom, and we are kick-
ing off a new curriculum called Camp Firelight. Our leaders will guide kids
in preschool- 5th Grade in interactive games, crafts, and thoughtful discus-
sions around 5 Firelight facts. Additionally, we host Game Nights or Movie
Nights once a month. We can’t wait to welcome you and your family on
Wednesday nights from 6 to 8 PM!

FIRST KIDS CHOIR
Do- Re-Mi-Fa-So-La-Ti- Do.... you know that the Kids Choir is BACK
on September 20th!?

Everyone from 3 years old to 6th grade is invited to join our Kids Choir!

Choir Details:
WHEN: Sunday mornings, 9:25 a.m.— 9:55 a.m.
WHERE: Upstairs Choir Room

Come for a fun time with singing, musical games, and worship. We'll have
several performances throughout the year. If you kiddo is excited to join,
just swing by the Kids check-in on Sunday mornings. We'll take them to
the Choir room and bring them back to their classrooms after rehearsal.

Got questions? Feel free to reach out to Sue Finger or Emma Copes!
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BE THE CHURCH
Take the next step of involvement in the church by
serving on a committee or team.

Administrative Committees include:

Church Council
Staff Parish Relations Committee
Board of Trustees
Finance Committee
Investment Committee
Nominations Committee

Other ways to serve can be found in the Welcome Booklet available at
the church office window and inside the sanctuary doors.
Don’t simply attend church; BE the church.
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OUR
RUNNETH OVER

¢ ndiana Conference of The United Methodist Church

OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER
October 17, 2026
Registration is required by October 1
9:30 AM - 4:30 PM (ET)

Avon United Methodist Church
6850 E US Hwy 36
Avon, Indiana

On October 17, 2026, Bishop Tracy S. Malone will host an event
at Avon UMC
just for laity - YOU!

This event will have worship, food, and a time of structured discernment,
prayer, and conversation between Bishop Malone and laity. Registration
is required, but there is no cost for attending this event. Lunch and an op-
tional dinner together are also free.

There is no cost to attend this event.

Registration is required by October 1
Link to register: https://inumc.swoogo.com/lait
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Monthly Devotion

By Steve Anderson
Genesis 1 “In the beginning God created heaven and earth.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 “For everything there is a season

Modern day folks recognize Labor Day as the end of summer but
for the most part September still feels like summer.

School has started and family schedules have been re-established
signaling that more adjustments are forth coming as autumn, which
began on September 22, becomes more visible as we begin October.

October is the tenth month where God continues to gently ease us
into the harshness of winter. At some time during the month, we are
blessed with one or two warm perfect days to say goodbye to the
spectacular colors of the trees as they and the bears prepare for their
winter hibernation. October, being the tenth month of the year,
represents a true transition.

The number ten in biblical terms represents order, completeness and
responsibility. The order of the seasons has been established by God in
Genesis 1. Completeness is expressed by the beginning and ending of
the seasons and periods of our lives as stated in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.
The Ten Commandments and the teachings of Jesus Christ show us the
way for orderly, complete, and responsible lives.

One of the ten utterances of “"God Said” was “Let us make mankind”.
So how many fingers and toes do you have?

Modern use of the humber ten may be found to score diving and
gymnastics scores. Bringing order to a football game a team must
make ten yards for a first down to complete the drive down the field
for a touchdown.

We are admonished by God in Genesisl to be responsible for caring
and nurturing God’s creation. (So how are we doing with that?)

October is the month of transition illustrating the order, completeness,

and responsibilities of our existence.
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CANDY DONATION
Fall-a-palooza Candy Donations Needed!

We invite you to contribute individually wrapped, non-chocolate candies or
small toys for Anderson First's Fall-a-palooza! You can drop off your
donations in the designated buckets or in Ally Hall's office by October 11th.
Here are some ideas for what you can donate:

Skittles Lifesaver Gummies Bouncy Balls
Tattoos Sour Patch Kids Pencils
Stickers Twizzlers Slime
Swedish Fish Starbursts Suckers
Nerds Small erasers Fidget toys
Laffy Taffy Gummy Bears Bubble Gum
Tootsie Rolls Fruit Snacks

Anderson First UMC's Fall-a-palooza is happening on October 17th,
from 12 PM to 2 PM. Admission is FREE, granting you access to
games, snacks, crafts, inflatables, and much more!

Dress in your favorite costume and get ready for an afternoon filled with fall
-themed excitement! We have plenty of opportunities for volunteers
to participate and make this community event a success.

Visit our website for more details and click the link to sign up as a volunteer
today!

For additional information about the event, feel free to contact Anderson
First’s Director of Family Ministries, Ally Hall at ally@andersonfirst.org.

2

Please use the QR code to register
as a volunteer
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