IN CHRIST
WORLD COMMUNION
October 4, 2026 - 10:00 a.m.
STEWARDSHIP FOCUS
“If anyone is IN Christ, the new creation has come: The
old has gone, the new is here!" 2 Corinthians 5:17

WELCOME
*GREETING

MUSIC FOR GATHERING Arrows of the Almighty
“Firm Foundation”

*CALL TO WORSHIP Elizabeth Murray-Sherron

ONE: Gracious God, you have made a world for us
and given us incomparable gifts:

ALL: For all the gifts and wonders you have
given us, we thank you and worship you
with renewed gratitude.

ONE: O God, you created us to love one another as
Christ has loved us.

ALL: We are called to be your stewards. We
pledge to withess to the good news of
Christ with our hearts and hands and
voices.

ONE: We are confident in your love and care for us.

ALL: We gladly give back to our Gracious God
our whole lives, our time, our talents,
and our financial resources. Praise God!

*HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy” #64
1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

3. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in power, in love and purity.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Ally Hall

OFFERING TO GOD

INVITATION Elizabeth Murray-Sherron
OFFERTORY “Abide” Arrows of the Almighty
*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below; Praise
him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER Elizabeth Murray-Sherron

ANTHEM “He Will” Arrows of the Almighty

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*GOSPEL

SERMON

Susan Daoust

*Please stand for the Gospel reading
John 15:1-17 (NLT) Susan Daoust

"I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t
produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear
fruit so they will produce even more. 3 You have already
been pruned and purified by the message I have given
you. * Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a
branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine,
and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.
>“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who
remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For
apart from me you can do nothing. ® Anyone who does
not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch
and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to
be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words
remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and
it will be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you
are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my
Father.? I have loved you even as the Father has loved
me. Remain in my love. ® When you obey my
commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obe}/
my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 11
have told you these things so that you will be filled with
my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! *? This is my
commandment: Love each other in the same way I have
loved you. ** There is no greater love than to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. * You are my friends if you do
what I command. **I no longer call you slaves, because
a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my
friends, since I have told you everything the Father told
me. ® You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed
you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father
will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.
17 This is my command: Love each other.

This is God’s Word for God’s people today.

Thanks be to God!

Invest in Possibility Rev. Boruff

HYMN “Rise Up, O Saints of God” #576

1. Rise up, O saints of God! Have done with lesser things.
Give heart and mind and soul and strength
to serve the King of kings.

3. Rise up, O saints of God! The church for you doth wait,
her strength unequal to her task;
Rise up, and make her great!

GREAT THANKSGIVING

May the God of generosity be with you!

And also with you!

People of God, open your hearts to the One who has
blessed you beyond imagination.

We open our very being to the God who always
surprises us with blessings.

When you could have been stingy in those first days,
Imaginative God,.... we join our voices in praise to
you:

Holy, holy, holy, God of extravagant love. All
creation is filled to overflowing with your gifts.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who
comes bearing your blessings to us. Hosanna in
the highest!

You are generous to a fault, Gracious God, ....

that we might be reconciled to you once and for all.
As we remember the Gift we will celebrate once again
its mystery:

Christ died, the blessing which destroyed sin;
Christ arose, the gift which conquered death;
Christ will come again, the treasure of your
kingdom on earth.

Your Spirit is that gift that is poured out.... offer them
back to you so all may be filled and rejoice in Christ.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

*RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
All are welcome to receive Christ’s gift.

HYMN  “We've A Story to Tell to the Nations”  #569
1. We've a story to tell to the nations,
that shall turn their hearts to the right,
a story of truth and mercy, a story of peace and light,
a story of peace and light.
Refrain:
For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noonday bright;
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,
the kingdom of love and light.

3. We've a message to give to the nations,
that the Lord who reigneth above
hath sent us his Son to save us,
and show us that God is love,
and show us that God is love. (Refrain)

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GENEROUSITY
God has given us everything including our lives. How
will you respond?
Lord, I invite You to live in my life. Here is my
face — Smile through it. Here is my mouth -
Speak to someone with it. Here are my ears -
Listen to someone with them. Here is my heart -
Love someone with it. Here are my hands -
Touch someone with them. Here are my arms -
Hug someone with them. Here are my feet -
Walk with them this day. All that I am, I give to
you. Amen.



MUSIC FOR SENDING Arrows of the Almighty
“What A Friend”

*BENEDICTION
*Please stand as you are able.

THANK YOU
Worship Leaders: Elizabeth Murray-Sherron
& Susan Daoust
Communion Servers: Chris & Lucas Tupling,
Richard & Dorinda Cassiday, Bill & Mary Brown
Musicians: Arrows of the Almighty
Sound: Jim Hudson; Visual Tech: Matt Stout

WELCOME

Welcome to worship on Sundays and all programs &
ministries throughout the week!

An nouncements

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION:

Anderson First United Methodist Church
Downtown: 1215 Jackson St., Anderson IN 46016;
Davis Park: 4507 Nichol Ave., Anderson 46011
Website: www.andersonfirst.org

Phone: 765-643-6977

e GUESTS: Welcome! There is a gift bag for you at the
Welcome Center. Glad you joined us and hope you will
come again!

e ROESCH COMMUNITY CAFE: 111 guests were served
last Sunday. It was a blessing to serve the community.

e PASTOR APPRECIATION: Sunday, October 11 with the
entire month of October recognized as Pastor
Appreciation Month in the United Methodist Church.
Meaningful ways to celebrate this is 1. Say it with food;
Letter of encouragement & appreciation; Gifts of rest;
Cover them in prayer; Practical support.

e AWAY: Pastor Corinne is enjoying her family, and her
daughter’s wedding the weekend of October 11.

e PUZZLE PIECES: Write your name on a puzzle piece
and connect it to the IN CHRIST puzzle on the window
between the sanctuary and the narthex.

e FALL-A-PALOOZA: Anderson First's Fall Festival is
Saturday, October 17 from 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at
Davis Park. NOW is the time to volunteer to help! See
Ally Hall to volunteer. The event would not be possible
without you!

e CANDY: Your candy donations are still needed for the
Fall-a-Palooza treats. Collection crates are in the
narthex or at Ally’s office.

e BIBLE STUDY: Pastor Brian White’s study on
“Philippians” continues thru November 16. Join him
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. in person or online.

Weekly Schedule

Sun 10/04

9:25am Kids Choir Choir Room Downtown
10:00 am Worship Sanctuary Downtown
11:15am Family Ministry Committee Meeting  Conference Room Downtown
2:00 pm Worship Primrose
4:30 pm Food@First Narthex Downtown
Mon 10/05

10:30 am Bible Study North/South Parlor Downtown
4:30 pm Exercise Class Davis Park/Lodge
6:00 pm AA Big Book Study North/South Parlor Downtown
Tues 10/06

9:00 am Sew Day Fellowship Hall Downtown
10:00 am Staff Meeting Conference Room Downtown
10:00 am Book Club Library Downtown
6:00 pm Nominations Committee Meeting Conference Room Downtown
Wed 10/07

3:00 pm Coffee With Corinne Facebook Page
4:30 pm Exercise Class Davis Park/Lodge
6:00 pm AFS Midweek Youth Room, HS Room Downtown
6:00 pm First Kids Club Fireplace Room Downtown
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal Bell room Downtown
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary, Choir Room  Downtown
Thurs 10/08

3:30 pm Tri Kappa Officer Meeting Conference Room Downtown
6:30 pm Tri Kappa Sorority Meeting North/South Parlor Downtown
Fri 10/09

9:00 am Bible Study North/South Parlor Downtown
12:00 pm Downtown Devotions Facebook Page
Sat 10/10

9:00 am AA Meeting East/West Parlor Downtown
Sun 10/11

9:25am Kids Choir Choir Room Downtown
10:00 am Worship Sanctuary Downtown
11:15am AFS Youth Group Youth Room, HS Room  Downtown
2:00 pm Worship Primrose

4:30 PM Roesch Community Cafe Fellowship Hall Downtown
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